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Pom the Editors Dose 


his issue culminates the celebrations 
for the 75' Anniversary of the 
Australian Orchid Review. We had a fantastic 
response to our last issue, especially from 
Cymbidium lovers who were overwhelmed 
after being treated to what was arguably 


published, at least in Australia. Over 100 quality-plants 
were showcased that helped set the benchmark for both 
quality and variety. There are only a few back copies left, 
so if you don’t have this issue act quickly. Whilst the AOR 
is available in many newsagents and larger book stores 
throughout the country, to guarantee your copy it is best 
to subscribe to the magazine. You receive the magazine 
before it hits the newsstands, and it is clearly the best 
value orchid periodical in Australia. A gift subscription 
for a friend would make an ideal Christmas present for 
that special orchid enthusiast 

We have a wide range of articles in this issue, including 
a couple from some welcome new contributors. 
‘Mike Harrison has written a common sense guide to the 
cultivation of Australian Native Epiphytic Orchids. This 
is valuable reading from someone with over four decades 
cultivation experience behind them, as Mike is also one 
of the respected experts on our native rock and tree 
orchids. Phil Spence discusses the “red factor” as seen in 
some of the northern forms of Dendrobium speciosum. This 
is not to be confused with the controversial red-flecked 
and spotted blooms that came to light a couple of decades 
ago, when many of these plants tested positive to virus 
infection. 

Dr. Graham Mackay has also contributed the first of a 
series of articles on his favourite Phalaenopsis. He and his 
wife Glenda own GiGi Orchids, which specialise in the 
very latest and highest quality moth orchids, primarily 
from Taiwan. Graham has already won numerous 
awards and major prizes at various orchid shows with his 
superbly grown and presented plants. Gerrit van Ede has 
provided an outstanding introduction to some of the 


t 


South Africa. Many of these orchids can only be seen in 
the wild as they have proved very unreliable in 
cultivation. See the inside back cover of this issue for 
details about the Orchid Conference that is being held in 
conjunction with the Dullstroom Wild Flower Show, to 
be held from 27-29 January 2011. See the website 
www.saoc.co.za for more details. 

Cymbidiums are also well represented with a pictorial 
on the very impressive Cymbidium Orchid Club of 
Western Australia 2010 Spring Show, with a great report 
and photos by Carl Slusarczyk. Kevin Butler returns 
(and also as an advertiser with Ezi-Gro Orchids!) with 
the results of the prestigious Dean Roesler Trophy. 

On behalf of the editorial and 
production staff at the AOR, I wish 
all our readers, advertisers and 
their families asafe and prosperous 
Festive Season. Our “Christmas 
Santa” is really a beard orchid 
(Calochilus) in disguise! Gary 
Backhouse and wife Judy used 
this on their Christmas Cards a 
few years ago, and is one of my 
favourite images from one of 
Australia’s premier phorograplers. 


David Banks 
Australian Orchid Review 
david@hillsdistrictorchids.com 
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Cover Shot 


Doritaenopsis Dendi's Pearl 
is an Australian-bred hybrid 
grown and exhibited by 
Dendi Orchids at the 
2010 St. Ives Orchid Fair. 


Photo: David Banks 


Dendrobium fleckeri 


Bulbophyllum macphersonii (Eungella, Qid) growing on hard Cyathea treefern 


GENERAL: 


Most Australian native orchids 
commonly grown in cultivation are 
epiphytes. An epiphyte is a plant that 
grows on another plant, usually a tree or 
a shrub, using the host for support and 
an elevated position, but not tapping 
into the host for nutrients, as a parasite 
would do. There are many types of 
epiphytic plants, including some ferns, 
cacti and bromeliads. A feature of 
epiphytes, particularly orchids, is their 
requirement for frequent watering, 
combined with perfect drainage for the 
root system. 

Australia is home to over 250 species 
of epiphytic orchids. The majority are 
tropicalin distribution, buta considerable 
number occur in temperate areas of the 
country. They occur in a range of 
habitats along the eastern coast and 
ranges of the continent, from Tasmania 
to Cape York Peninsula in north 
Queensland. A few species also occur in 
the Northern Territory and the top end 
of Western Australia. In New South 
Wales there are around 50 species. 

Most epiphytic orchids are found in or 
near rainforest, although a few prefer 
open forest situations. Many grow as 
true epiphytes on tree trunks and limbs, 
but some also colonise cliff faces, large 
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boulders and rocky outcrops. These 
rock dwelling types are known as 
lithophytes. Some species favour bright 
filtered light, whilst others like heavy 
shade. Nearly all, however, prefer 
relatively humid, airy positions, but 
with some protection from strong sun 
and drying westerly winds. 


POTTING OF ORCHIDS: 


In nature, epiphytic orchids grow 
with their roots more or less exposed to 
the air, and therefore they cannot be 
cultivated successfully in conventional 
soil-based potting mixes. They are 
generally grown as pot plants, in a 
pinebark-based medium, often with the 
addition of 10%-20% stone or gravel. 
The general rule is that the larger the pot 
size the coarser the grade of potting mix. 
As a guide, an orchid growing in a 
100mm pot would require a 10mm 
grade mix, whilst a larger plant in a 
150mm or 200mm pot would do better 
in a 20mm grade mix. In recent times 
chopped coconut fibre (such as 
OrchidMate) has become a_ popular 
substitute for pinebark, and it too is 
available in various grades. Other potting 
media such as peat, Sphagnum moss, 
perlite, Casuarina bark, charcoal and 
scoria are used by some growers, usually 


Cadetia taylori (Mt. Finnegan, Qld) growing on soft Dicksonia treefern 


in various combinations. 

The important thing to remember is 
that epiphytic orchids require perfect 
drainage for their roots to remain 
healthy. The roots must have free 
exposure to air in order to operate 
effectively, hence the need for coarse, 
open potting mixes that allow air to 
circulate easily throughout the mix. 
Epiphytic orchids will not grow in soil. 

Nowadays, most growers use plastic 
squat pots for their orchids. These are 
relatively cheap and easy to obtain. 
They come in a wide variety of sizes and 
styles to suit the smallest or largest 
plants. For most orchids, choose a pot 
size that will accommodate 4 years of 
growth. It is generally recommended 
not to over-pot orchids by putting them 
into too large a pot size. 

When potting an orchid, put it more 
or less in the middle of the pot and fill in 
the mix around the roots. Make sure 
the crown of the plant is level with the 
top of the mix and then tap around the 
sides of the pot to settle the mix. A 
larger plant may need to be staked to 
ensure it remains upright. Itis important 
that any plant being potted is held firmly 
in position so that the new roots will not 
be damaged as they emerge and grow 
into the potting mix. 


The Australian Orchid Review, December 2010 — January 2011 


Above: Dendrobium Bert Bushell ‘Rebekah’ 


Left: Dendrobium Amber Banks ‘Kittaz’ (grower: Trevor Miller) 


_ Dendrobium Class 
i. ‘Pauline’ 


Above: Specimen plants of Dendrobium kingianum grown by Ted & Barbara Gregory 


After 3 or 4 years, organic potting 
mixes begin to break down, and 
repotting should be carried out. Remove 
the plant from its old pot and vigorously 
shake to root mass to get rid of as much 
of the old potting mix as possible. Then 
trim back the old roots by 50% to 75% 
using sharp cutters, again trying to 
eliminate any bits of the old mix. Also 
trim away any dead stems, rhizomes or 
roots. Choose a new pot, position the 
plant and fill around with fresh potting 
mix. Stake if necessary and don’t forget 
to re-write the label with the plant’s 
name and the date of repotting. A good 
hint to get the plant out of the old pot if 
it is stuck tight, is to soak it for an hour 
or so in a bucket of water. The plant will 
then slip out of the old pot quite easily. 
Keep in mind that the plant is much 
more valuable than the old pot, so don’t 
hesitate to cut the pot if necessary. Also 
be aware that diseases may be spread 
from plant to plant through the use of 
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infected cutting tools, so it’s a good idea 
to sterilise your instruments. There are 
products for this purpose. 


ORCHIDS GROWN ON SLABS: 


Whilst many native orchids are best 
cultivated in pots, there are quite a 
number of species that do not perform 
well in pots and are best grown on slabs. 
Many of the exclusively epiphytic 
species fall into this group, including 
those in Bulbophyllum and many 
Sarcochilus. Also, most Dockrillias are 
best grown on slabs because of their 
pendulous growth habits. One of the 
advantages of slab culture is that the 
orchids can be hung from weldmesh or 
trellis attached to a wall or an A-frame, 
thus taking up less space. 

Slabs are simply pieces of various 
types of material upon which orchids 
will grow. The most commonly used 
slab materials are cork bark and treefern 
fibre. Weathered pieces of hardwood 
are also successful for some species. 


Basically, any non-toxic material the 
orchid will send its roots into will be 
suitable. In general, treefern fibre gives 
good results for © Bulbophyllum, 
Dendrobium and Dockrillia. Sarcochilus 
and related genera generally dislike 
treefern fibre so cork or hardwood slabs 
are best. Treefern fibre is more moisture 
retentive than cork or hardwood, so 
watering should be adjusted accordingly. 

When establishing an orchid on a 
slab, it needs to be tied firmly in place so 
the plant does not shift or move as the 
new roots are growing onto the slab. 
Once the plant is well established, 
usually after 12 — 24 months, the ties 
may be removed. The best materials for 
tying orchids onto slabs are fishing line, 
horticultural tape or plastic covered 
wire. Once established on a slab, an 
orchid will generally not need to be 
moved for many years, apart from 
perhaps tying it onto a larger slab as the 
plant increases in size. 
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Left: Dendrobium lichenastrum 
growing on hard Cyathea treefern 


Below: Dendrobium speciosum growing 
purely as a spectacular garden plant 


in full sun in western Sydney 
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WATERING: 


Regular watering is required for 
epiphytic orchids, as they naturally grow 
in higher rainfall areas. The general rule 
about watering is that it is best done in 
the morning, so that plants will dry out 
during the day and will not be wet 
overnight. However, during very warm 
weather, watering may be carried out in 
the late afternoon, so that plants will 
remain damp and absorb water during 
the night. 

Orchid growers need to decide how 
best to water their orchids, and the 


Right: 
The “Cucumber Orchid” 

Dockrillia cucumerina grows best 

on cork slabs as it generally resents 
treefern. It enjoys high light and must 
dry out quickly after watering. 


timing and frequency of watering. 
Much depends on local conditions and 
prevailing weather. At times, heavy 
drenching is required, and at other 
times, just a quick wet down is best. 
Indeed, to a large extent, watering will 
determine the level of success with 
orchid culture. 

For orchids growing in pots, it will be 
necessary to water them at least once a 
week during the warmer months of the 
year, and probably every day or two if 
the weather is hot and windy. During 
the cooler months, every 7 to 10 days 
will suffice. They do not need to be kept 


wet all the time; they like to dry out a 
little before being watered again. 
Because of the open nature of the 
potting mix, water will run straight 
through the pot, drenching the roots, 
and then drain quickly. 

For slab plants, more frequent 
watering will be necessary, as they will 
dry out more quickly after watering. 
During summer, they will dry out quite 
rapidly, and watering on a daily basis 
will most likely be needed. Even during 
cooler times of the year, watering should 
not be neglected for orchids on slabs. 


Left: Dendrobium Yondi Tina 
‘Goliath’ 
FCC/AOC 


Above: Dockrillia linguiformis (Numinbah Valley, Qld) 
performs well on either treefern or cork slabs 


FEEDING: 


All orchids respond to correct and 
regular feeding. Orchids particularly 
need feeding during the growing season, 
when they are producing new growth 
and they are at their most active. For 
many orchids, this is during the warmer 
months of the year. Some orchids have 
a particular growing season, which is 
followed by a period when they are 
“resting”. Other types continue to grow 
throughout the year. Seek advice on 
how best to handle the orchids you 
are growing. 

Most growers use liquid fertilisers, 
with the concentrate mixed with water 
and sprayed or watered onto the plants 
every 7 to 10 days. They usually mix 
fertilisers at half the recommended rate 
to avoid the possibility of overfeeding 
their orchids and burning the roots. 
Alternate applications of organic and 
inorganic fertilisers seem to work best. 
The best fertilisers are those formulated 


specifically for orchids, and there are 
even particular formulations depending 
on the season. However, feeding with 
general garden fertilisers will be better 
that no feeding at all. 


CULTURAL CONSIDERATIONS: 


Different types of orchids require 
different conditions, and it is always best 
to seek advice about the orchids you 
intend to try, to at least give you a guide. 
The most obvious thing to determine is 
whether a plant is tropical or temperate 
in its requirements. Tropical orchids 
need a heated glasshouse in temperate 
areas of the country where minimum 
wintertime temperatures fail below 
12° C at night (a minimum of 16° C is 
preferred). Likewise, most temperate 
species will not grow well in tropical 
climates, as they require significantly 
cooler evening temperatures. There are 
also some species that are especially 
sensitive to hot, dry conditions during 
summer, and it can be a challenge to 
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Above: Liparis coelogynoides (Barrington Tops, NSW) 


grown by Mike Harrison 


grow these orchids outside their normal 
habitats. It is therefore important to 
have some idea of where your orchids 
originate — both in terms of location and 
altitude - and the kinds of conditions 
they need. Do they need bright light or 
shade? Do they like lots of water 
throughout the year, or is a rest period 
necessary? Do they originate from hot, 
steamy, tropical climates, or from 
highland mountain areas where it is 
always cool and damp. Are they 
particularly susceptible to any pests or 
diseases? These and other questions 
require some research on the part of 
the grower. 

An important aspect of orchid culture 
is the provision of fresh air. Orchids do 
not like still conditions, and will always 
perform better when there is good air 
movement around and across them. 
Some orchid growers even place fans in 
their orchid houses to provide constant 
air circulation. 


Above: Oberonia palmicola 
(Eungella, Qld) growing on hard Cyathea treefern 


Right: Phalaenopsis 


NATIVE ORCHIDS [iiiuiee ca 
from Cape York, 

far North Qld grown by 

National Botanic Gardens, 


Latest Release Seedlings CanBers 
Flowering Size Plants 
Hot/Cold and Cold Growers 


We only stock quality 
plants from Australia’s 
best hybridists 


Native species including 
Dendrobium, Cymbidium 
and Sarcochilus 


LARGE SPECIMENS 
AVAILABLE 


We also stock treefern, slabs, 
stakes, pots, sphagnum and 
bush moss, orchid bark 


B&T Ferns & Orchids 


30 Wiseman Road 
Silvan, Victoria 3795 


Fax/Phone: (03) 9737 9694 
Melway Ref. 123 


Open 7 days a week 


Above: Rhinerrhiza divitiflora 
(Kippax, NSW) growing on 
natural cork oak bark 


Right: Sarcochilus Daybreak 
‘Tawny Red’ 

(grower David Butler) 

Cross between Aussie Dawn 
and Fitzhart 


“7 SPECIES eee 


Cattleyas — Laelias etc 
Large Plants & Seedlings + Flasks 
Plant + Flasking List on request 


Phone: 02 6628 6356 

Fax: 02 6628 6356 

Email: jk.heindke@bigpond.com 
Mobile: 0417 021 789 

43 Davey Rd, URALBA NSW 2477 


AOR 040 
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Above: Sarcochilus ceciliae (Townsville, Qld) 
next to the smaller flowered and closely related 
Sarcochilus eriochilus (Ellenborough Falls, NSW) 


Many of the commonly grown types of orchids are fairly 
adaptable to a wide range of cultural conditions. That is why 
they are popular and successful in cultivation. Most growers 
begin with plants that are suited to their local climate and are 
easy to grow. Once they have mastered these species, they 
then move on to others that may require more exacting 
conditions and specialised treatment. Over a period of time 
a level of expertise is developed, and more and more different 
types of orchids may be tried. Some growers stick with the 
orchids they know they can grow, whilst others are always 
trying something new. Orchid growing is a pursuit that can 


be expanded to suit the most modest or the most extravagant 
of tastes. 
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HOUSING YOUR ORCHIDS: 


The construction of a purpose-built orchid house becomes 
a priority once your collection has grown to a certain stage. 
Most orchid houses consist of a frame of steel pipe or timber, 
with a covering of 70% shadecloth on the roof and walls. 
However, many shade-loving orchids prefer either a heavier 
grade of shadecloth, or an extra layer. It is usually best to 
create at least two shade zones in your orchid house to 
cater for various types. However, keep in mind that the 
common problem of poor flowering is often attributable 
to excess shade. Orchids need adequate light to help 
stimulate flowering. 


Left: Sarcochilus falcatus 
(Dorrigo, NSW) this is the 

“late white form” that actually 
grows with the normal form 
that flowers eight weeks earlier 


WELCOMES 
EDITORIAL 
}TRIBUTIONS 


Please ensure that all slides, photographs 
and electronic files are clearly marked with 
the author's name and address 


Address editorial to: 
David P. Banks (Editor) 
Australian Orchid Review 
39 Carole Street, Seven Hills 
NSW 2147 AUSTRALIA 
Email: 
david@hillsdistrictorchids.com 
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Above: Sarcochilus falcatus (Dorrigo, NSW) grown on cork, this is the common spring flowering form from the Dorrigo Plateau 


Many growers also have an area in their orchid houses 
which is covered by plastic or fibreglass, so that watering can 
be more closely controlled. Such an area may also be used 
for flowering plants, to protect the blooms from being ruined 
by rain. Be sure to have adequate bench space for your potted 
plants, and weldmesh panels on the walls will accommodate 
your slab plants. 

Within the orchid house, it is wise to group your orchids 
according to their needs. Those that prefer bright light and 
restricted watering, for example, should be kept together, 
whilst those that like shady conditions and daily watering 
should be grouped in another area, and so on. This allows for 
ease of handling, and will result in better culture. 
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ORCHIDS IN THE GARDEN: 

Most specialist growers cultivate their orchids in purpose- 
built greenhouses or shadehouses. However, as long as the 
local climate is suitable, many orchids may be easily grown as 
garden plants, either in pots on patios or paths, or under trees 
in the garden, where they receive dappled light through the 
foliage. It is simply a matter of finding a suitably, protected 
spot in the garden, where the orchid will receive adequate 
light, and then providing it with the cultural attention it 
requires, such as regular watering and feeding. It is best to 
position them on a low bench or the like, so they are not 
sitting directly on the soil. Pot hangers may be employed to 
suspend plants from the lower branches of trees in the garden. 
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rows well on 


arcochilus parviflorus 
from Queensland 


Orchids may be attached directly to 
trees in the garden, as long as the bark is 
non-shedding. Many deciduous trees 
make excellent hosts for epiphytic 
orchids, allowing extra light to reach the 
plants during the cooler months, which 
is ideal. A friend of mine grows many 
notoriously difficult to grow “twig 
epiphytes” successfully on a live tea-tree 
(Leptospermum  sp.), simulating the 
plants natural environment. Some of 
the lithophytic species will grow 
successfully if placed on rocks or in 
rockeries as well. The only problems 
likely to be encountered are attacks 
from snails and slugs, and occasionally 
possums may chew your orchids. 
Remember that protection from frost is 
important in cool climate areas 
during winter. 


AUSTRALIAN NATIVE ORCHID 
HYBRIDS: 


Over the past 30 — 40 years, breeding 
programmes undertaken by a number of 
growers and nurseries has resulted in 
the availability of many high quality 
hybrids, many of them in the genus 
Dendrobium, but also in Dockrillia 


@® Low water consumption 


1. 5 or 2.5 litres per hour user selectable 
d As portable as the length of yours sac 


@ Increases humidity 
& Lowers temperature 
No fine jets to block 
dS Cheap to run 

rS Mains pressure or tank " 
rs Float valve controlled 
o Safety cover included 
OS Microfine fog 

© 240 volt 

S 12. months warranty 


$449 


plus freight 


and Sarcochilus (plus _ intergeneric 
combinations). These hybrids are 
compact, easy to grow plants producing 
masses of brightly coloured blooms over 
an extended flowering season. They are 
well suited to average backyard 
situations_and, given a little care and 
protection, they will reward the grower 
with a lovely display. When in flower, 
they may even be brought indoors for a 
couple of weeks to brighten up the living 
room, often with a fragrant bonus. 

Most hybrids are grown as pot plants, 
although a number of Dockrillia hybrids 
may be cultivated on slabs or in hanging 
baskets. The cultural requirements for 
hybrid Australian orchids are essentially 
the same as for the species but the 
hybrids generally have greater vigour. 
Generally, Dendrobium hybrids prefer 
bright light conditions, Dockrillias a little 
less light, and Sarcochilus more shade. 
Most hybrids are hardy, adaptable 
plants, and they will perform admirably 
under a range of conditions. Many are 
well suited to novice growers, in that 
they will tolerate a fair degree of cultural 
mistreatment. 


Summer is coming 
itis time to 
fog your 
valuable plants. 


Perfect 
Christmas gift. 


Proven for 
Australia conditions. 


Suitable for all EASY ORCHIDS 


growing areas 


Ph: 02 6682 2635 Fax: 02 6682 2605 
3 Sussex Street, Woodburn 2472 
www.easyorchids.com 
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PESTS AND DISEASES: 

There are no particular problems with 
Australian native orchids. Snails and 
slugs need to be controlled, as flowers 
and buds are attractive to them. Aphids, 
mealy bugs and thrips willalso sometimes 
attack flowers and new growths, but 
these are not difficult to control with the 
correct chemical treatments. Scale 
insects sometimes appear (like aphids, 
they are carried from plants to plant by 
ants), and steps should be taken to 
control them as well. The dendrobium 
beetle, a brightly coloured orange and 
black beetle about 10mm long, can be 
destructive on flowers and new growths. 
Chemical treatments are available but 
the best control is to catch them by hand 
and crush them. 

The photographs of Dendrobium fleckeri 
(Mt. Lewis) and Trichoglottis australiensis 
were taken by the author. All other 
images were taken by David Banks from 
plants in his collection unless noted 
otherwise in the captions. | 

Michael Harrison 

Macquarie Native Orchids 

North Wilberforce, NSW 

Email: mwharrison@ozemail.com.au 


Australian | 
Orchid Foundation 


P.0. Box 322, 
Essendon North, Vic. 3041 
Phone/Fax (03) 5627 6303 


www.australianorchidfoundation.org.au 
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Trichoglottis australiensis growing. ona 
very large treefern slab, this species is 
an Australian endemic only known 
from the Mcllwraith Range and 

lron Range, far North Queensland 
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Dark Star Orchitels | |:4;-RETINAAUSTRALIA 


Retinitis pigmentosa (RP) 


Bulbophyllums, Dendrochilums, Lycastes, Sie MEET CUES OAM SEES 
7 If you have RP, or know someone who has, 
Stanhopeas, Paphs, Africans and lots more please contact the charity/support group 


RARE AND UNUSUAL SPECIES Sry eemewerie 
AND SOME SELECTED HYBRIDS Fie) 

Please check our newly updated website for our latest releases OL 

= ae NTTaR gmlePls @ AGG © w AC e Ele ee ER A TORI TOR EL PU RTE ETI TST: FIGHTING BLINDNESS 


Hans Schaible PO Box 114 Bowraville NSW 2449 For information and assistance phone 
Telephone/Fax (02) 6564 4088 1800 999 870 


www.darkstarorchids.com.au darkstarorchids@bordernet.com.au www.retinaAustralia.com.au 
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Dendrobium speciosum subsp. pedunculatum 
“Red Factor” seed capsule 


ver the last 45 years I have been 
7 observing the flowers of Dendrobium 
speciosum and the many different forms 
and variations within this species. I feel 
now is the time to correct some of the 
misinterpretation of the “Red Factor” 
and to help people use this quality in 
generating red flowering speciosums. 
For the purpose of not complicating this 
article I will call all the varieties and 
newly elevated species for example D. 
speciosum subsp. pedunculatum (or now D. 
pedunculatum) to just D. speciosum. 

One’s life is too short to line-breed this 
species many generations and to flower 
out the five or six generations that is 
probably needed to have bright warm 
red flowers. From my observations on 
line breeding I believe it is possible to 
create reds but I believe no one person 
can do this, so my understanding of the 
red factor and other thoughts about this 
species should be published to help other 
people understand what to look for. 

The “Red Factor” in D. speciosum 
(Rhodocyanin): what is it and where did 
this terminology come from? The first I 
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by Phil Spence 


heard these words were in an article 
published by Alvin Bryant, and he 
believed that D. speciosum had a recessive 
colour of red. Everyone laughed but he 
was right and a few took note of what he 
had published, I was one of these people. 
Not long after this article appeared 
some of the more hardened growers of 
D. speciosum started looking closer and 
noticed flowers with red spotting and 
others had very dark red inflorescences 
some of the flowers had dark red on the 
back of the flowers especially near where 
the floral segments join at the ovary. 
Many of these plants were said to 
have virus and one grower published an 
article stating outright that this red 
factor was virus. Yet this same grower 
came to me and said he was too hasty in 
publishing his article, and wanted as 
many of the seedlings I would let him 
have of the particular cross that I had 
produced. It was from mating one of 
spotted flowers with one whose flowers 
had red on the back and also produced a 
dark red inflorescence. It is fact that 
many of the plants with spotted flowers 


Dendrobium speciosum 
Slight Red Factor capsule 


were shown to have virus, but this is not 
to be confused with this true “red factor”. 
The virus also manifested itself in the 
foliage of the plants, with marked and 
distorted leaves and a general decline in 
vigour. In hindsight, he was probably 
mostly right about the virus, as when 
this species does get a virus this does 
happen, but the plant also shows signs 
of it in the leaves. The plants I used were 
tested and results were virus free. 

These seedlings were created by 
matching two healthy examples of these 
above-mentioned plants together. I 
raised the seedlings by drying the seed 
(just in case the virus test results were 
wrong) and then sowing it in flask. Very 
early in the flask I observed seedlings 
that were about 3-4 mm high that were 
of a normal green that you would expect 
but about one in ten were a dark cherry 
red. This red stayed with the seedlings 
for about the next two years of their 
lives after they were deflasked, as the 
growths became larger they reverted to 
a darker green than the normal plants of 
this species have. 
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The primary reason the dry seed was sown from 
a dry capsule (and not by green pod), was to 
remove the possibility of the seed transferring any 
virus. After about eight years these seedlings 
started to flower. Nearly all flowered the colour of 
the normal D. speciosum as some were cream and 
some were yellow-white. A few had red spotting 
on the sepals and petals two had red stripes on the 
sepals and petals and one did flower a peach colour. 
The ones that had red in the flowers all had dark 
burnt red inflorescences and the ovaries were also 
dark burnt red. 

After this first experiment I started looking 
harder at this species and when the flowers die you 
can pick the plants that have this red factor. A 
normal flower when it dies goes white to a light 
brown. When the flower dies at the base of the 
column of those plants that have the red factor, the 
floral segments turns almost magenta-red and this 
red (depending on how strong it is) can bleed all 
the way to the end of the segments almost as if the 
Dendrobium speciosum flower is bleeding. 
normal seed capsules Last year I decided to take photos of some of the 
pods to show what I am talking about. Everyone 
seems to be making crosses for dark yellows or 
bigger more filled in flowers and (to me) missing 
many of the important facts, such as reds, pure 
whites, faster flowering seedlings, upright 
inflorescences without staking, longer lasting 
flowers, more compact plants with a root structure 
that does not put their roots into the air. 

Most native growers are aware of a choice 
Australian hybrid called Dendrobium Avril’s Gold. If 
you look at its pedigree you will find that it is 75% 
D. speciosum. One of the speciosums in the 
background of D. Aussie Child (a hybrid between 
Hilda Poxon and Aussie Spectrum that I made and 
subsequently registered back in 1986) was a “red 


Above: Dendrobium speciosum normal seed capsules in cross-section factor” D. speciosum of mine. 
Many ofthe plants that have flowered are almost 


Colour bleed blotched all over the floral segments with warm 
red. I believe this is because of the recessive red 
gene in the red factor in the plant of D. speciosum 1 
used, and coupled with the 12.5% of the visual red 
gene of D. tetragonum this red has become a 
dominant (visual) gene. 

If you look at the photos of the seed capsules, 
the first one is a normal coloured pod and if cut 
through the flesh of the capsule would be the same 
colour as outside. The second pod is showing a 
small amount of red on the outside. The third pod 
is a red factor sibling cross between two clones of 
D. speciosum, and this pod when sectioned has red 
flesh and a dark red bleed that runs into the edge 
of the capsules seed. 


Coloured tissue 


Phil Spence 

iii Orchid Productions 

Pod (1) Pod (2) P.O. Box 3525 

Colour bleed all the way through the capsule Wamberal 2260 NSW 

Above: Dendrobium speciosum subsp. pedunculatum “Red Factor” seed capsules www.orchidproductions.com.au 
in cross-section Email: philspenceorchidpro@msn.com 
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Above: Dendrobium speciosum subsp. pedunculatum 
“Red Factor” and ‘Yondi Yellow’ (plant & photo: John Ryan) 


Above: 

Dendrobium speciosum subsp. pedunculatum 
“Red Factor” developing inflorescence 

(photo: John Ryan) 


Above: Dendrobium speciosum subsp. pedunculatum ‘Peach’ 
(Red Factor) floral detail (plant & photo: John Ryan) 


Left: Dendrobium speciosum subsp. pedunculatum ‘Peach’ 
(Red Factor) reverse of flowers (plant & photo: John Ryan) 
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Dendrobium Avril’s Gold 
rower: Tinonee Orchids, photos D. Banks) 


"Dendrobium Avril’s Gold 
‘Angus’ 

+ Asrower: Henk van den Berg, 
 ™! © : Photog Banks) 


Gee are celebrating the 
unexpected emergence of an 
endangered orchid, saved from the blade 
of a bulldozer on the New South Wales 
central coast. Researchers from the 
Centre for Plant Biodiversity in 
Canberra excavated specimens of the 
little-known eastern underground 
orchid, Rhizanthella slateri, earlier this 
year to protect them from anew highway 
project at Bulahdelah, north of 
Newcastle. 

They collected the plants 
for seed and _ transported 
them 430 kilometres south to 
Canberra, but never expected 
them to survive and flower. 
But they have - sending up 
several inconspicuous red- 
brown heads of flowers about 
the size of a 20 cent piece - 
leaving scientists hopeful for 
the future of the species. 

Research scientist Dr Mark 
Clements said the successful 
relocation and subsequent 
flowering wasabreakthrough. 

“This is one of the most 
difficult orchids on earth... if 
we can shift this, we can 
probably shift most things,” 
he said. “Even if it’s a low- 
success Fate, at least we can 
shiftsome ofthem successfully 
and hopefully propagate 
them as well. The research 
we're doing really should 
enable us to introduce 
seedlings back into the wild, and really 
ensure the long-term survival of the 
plant.” 

Eastern underground orchids have 
been reported at just a handful of sites in 
New South Wales and_ southern 
Queensland, but scientists concede there 
may be more undiscovered colonies. 

“We just can’t find it easily, and we 
don’t really know where else it occurs,” 
Dr Clements said. “It may be common, 
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by Craig Allen 


but we don’t know that. The current 
knowledge is that we’ve got one assured 


place where we can see it, and that’s 


Bulahdelah.” 

But the once reliable site was under 
threat from a highway project, as the 
New South Wales RTA sought to bypass 
the town. Dr Clements and a small team 
of researchers were funded by the RTA 
to study the elusive plants, before the 
bulldozers were allowed anywhere near 
the site. Their work was complicated by 


Rhizanthella slateri 
—a unique jewel amongst Australia’s bizarre and diverse orchid flora 


the fact the orchids are virtually 
invisible, because they are never seen 
above ground. 

“It lives under the ground as rhizomes. 
And when it wants to flower, it comes 
up to the surface of the ground and 
breaks the surface but is still under the 
leaf litter. And that’s where it remains 
and flowers,” Dr Clements said. 

Through exhaustive field work, about 
a dozen of the endangered orchids were 


slateri — 
cxare Underground Orchid 


Successfully Relocated 


identified - but their exact locations 
were kept secret from the public. Then, 
in negotiation with the RTA, the route of 
the highway was altered to avoid the 
known colonies, while other plants 
were salvaged while the bulldozers 
circled. 

“This particular clump of dirt in which 
the plant occurred was removed from 
the Bulahdelah bypass in order to allow 
them to go ahead with the construction, 
because we found this plant at the very 
last moment before the 
construction occurred,” Dr 
Clements said. “While we 
were excavating these plants, 
which took about two days, 
we had _ the bulldozers 
working nearby, actually 
clearing the footprint.” 

Despite their best efforts, 
the scientists never expected 
the salvaged plants to survive 
- let alone flourish and flower. 

“To work on it, and to 
experimentally find out 
about it and its biology and 
try and germinate it and try 
and translocate it, has been a 
career highlight for me,” Dr 
Clements said. 

And if motorists using the 
soon-to-be-completed 
Bulahdelah bypass notice any 
strange bends in the highway, 
Dr Clements says there is a 
sound reason. 

“We actually tweaked the highway... 
it’s got a slight kink in it, because the 
orchid’s there,” he said. 

(We are grateful to Dr. Mark Clements 
for providing the excellent images of 
Rhizanthella slateri from Alum Mountain, 
Bulahdelah, NSW for publication in 
the AOR.) | 

Craig Allen 
ABC Television, Canberra 
www.abc.net.au 
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Right: Rhizanthella slateri 
—a strong colony uncovered after the 
leaf litter was temporarily removed 


SPRINGFIELD 
RCHIDS 
2010 CATALOGUE 


32 Lyndhurst Road Kalamunda WA 6076 
| Phone: (08)9293 3196 Email: nado@iinet.net.au 
Phone email or write for your copy 
Prop. Nado Lenkic 
NEW WEBSITE www. springfieldorchids. com.au_ 
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Left: Rhizanthella slateri 
— two flower-heads just coming into bloom 


‘Mail Order Specialists Australia Wide 
(Except Western Australia/Tasmania) 


LISTINGS | 
“AVAILABLE 
NOW 


Priests Road (PO Box 96) 
Deception Bay, Brishane, Qld 4508 
Ph (07) 3888 3637 Fax (07) 3888 5271 
Emai aranheem@higpond. net.au 


Nursery Open: Saturday = Sam-4pm 
Phone/Mail Orders: Mon-Sat — 9am-4pm 
Other times by appointment 
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Right: Rhizanthella slateri 
— another colony with at least 
six flower heads 


Left: Rhizanthella slateri 
— emphasising its cryptic nature 


ORCHID SPECIAL 
A&B FERTILISERS 


Food for all Orchid Species 
Crystalline — fully water 
soluble — especially 
manufactured for better 
orchids. Rich in 8 essential 
mineral trace elements. 


ORCHID SPECIAL A 
(Yellow Compound) 11.13.16 


Applied at initiation of flower spikes and continued 
through to the end of flowering. The high phosphorus 
and potassium and the low nitrogen content stimulates 
flowering and ensures a better bloom. 


ORCHID SPECIAL B 
(Blue Compound) 30.4.8 


For established plants, applied at completion of 
flowering through to initiation of flower spikes. Young 


and developing orchids should be fed regularly the 
whole year. The high nitrogen stimulates plant growth 
and plant vigour. Packed in 500g and 3kg units. 
Periodic feeding 15g in 5 litres of water. Regular feeding 
2g in 5 litres of water. 


~ Campbell Orchid Special A&B 
Fertilisers “just for good orchids” 


For the name of your local supplier contact: 


NSW: Products of Excellence (02) 9417 0277, Beresford 
Park Nursery Supplies (02) 4966 5477, Frank Slattery 
Orchids (02) 91507985. ACT: C.I.C. Supplies 
(02) 6241 7477. VIC: Fertool Distributors (03) 9796 4433. 
QLD: Burnell Agencies (07) 3394 2211, J.C. & A.T. 
Searle (07) 5497 2022. WA: Nurserymens Supplies 
(08) 9353 2536. SA: Munns Lawn Co. P/L (08) 8277 8000. 
NT: Tropigro (08) 8984 3200. 
A product of 
COLIN CAMPBELL (CHEMICALS) PTY. LTD. 
5 Blackfriar Place, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164 


Telephone (02) 9725 2544 Fax: (02) 9604 7768 
PO. Box 6789, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164. 


ORCHID S NORTH 


Gordonvale 20km South of Cairns 
On The Bruce Highway 


AOR 051 


No Catalogue Available 


email:orchidsnth@bigpond.com 
Phone (07) 4056 2357 Mob 0405 453 171 


Cattleyas Online 


Quality exhibition cattleyas are our 
specialty. 


For a catalogue please phone, fax, or 
e-mail us as below. 


You can also visit us on the Internet at 
www.cattleyasonline.com.au 


Phone/Fax: 07 3388 0866 
Mail: PO Box 4612 
Loganholme 4129 


E-mail: info@cattleyasonline.com.au 
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Left: Dr. Mark Clements in the 
field searching for the eastern 
underground orchid 

(Photo: D. Banks) 


Below: Rhizanthella slateri 
— highlighting a single bloom fully open 


Cymbidium Orchid Club 
of Western Australia 
ZG IC SOriaG: SOW 


Text and photos by Carl Slusarczyk 


resh from hosting our inaugural Australian Cymbidium 
Society National Show, the attention of members turned 
to our Spring Show which ran from 20'-22nd August in the 
grounds of Ezi-Gro Orchids. Not quite spring you say? Maybe 
not, but there has been a lot of fine spring weather throughout 
winter this year and we are keen. Additionally the number of 
quality plants is now greater in August than September, which 
previously was the time to see cymbidiums at their finest. 
The show theme this time was “Classic Cymbidiums”. The 
displays showed a variety of interpretations with Ross and 
Alice Lang featuring classic books, Phil Taylor and Gillian 
Marsh taking inspiration from classical music and Keith and 
Judy Podger incorporating a range of antique carbon neutral 
classic household appliances (powered by elbow grease). 
Possibly because the show coincided with the Federal 
Election the marquee was divided into a left wing for the 
display of show plants (there were a lot of reds and some 
greens) and a right wing for the capitalist interests of entry 


<q Cymbidium Tommy ‘Amy’ 

This large specimen plant owned by 
Ezi-Gro Orchids was adjudged the 
Champion Plant of the Show. Not bad 
for a hybrid registered in 1965 and truly 
a classic Cymbidium. It is the natural 
order that plants should grow into large 
specimens as in the wild they just get 
bigger until they die. In his book Growing 
Orchids - Cymbidiums and Slippers Jim 
Rentoul records plants of Cym. lowianum 
and Cym. Lowio-Eburneum growing in 
Sydney prior to 1930 which were 1.75 
metres in diameter. Since the resurgence 
of interest in the pendulous types some 
of the floriferous older diploid first 
generation Cym. floribundum (syn. Cym. 
pumilum) hybrids such as Cym. Fairy 
Rouge ‘Lavender Falls’ (1967) and Gym. 
Nancy Maxwell ‘Shirley’ (1966) have 
also made a comeback and proven to be 
superior in some respects to the newer 
ones especially when grown to specimen 
size. There is a limit to this however as 
you just cannot get hanging baskets big 
enough—unless youmake them yourself. 
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fees and plant sales. The Nationals were represented by 
cultural discussions and demonstrations, also in the right 
wing. I thought I could hear strains of L’Internationale coming 
from Phil and Gillian’s display! 

There was a good turnout of enthusiasts and onlookers, 
many interesting plants and some fine weather and so overall 
a worthwhile time was had by all concerned. 

Some of the plants featured in the photographs were also 
exhibited at the National Show and so I hope that seeing them 
again will make some of you all dewy-eyed and nostalgic, if 
only for a fleeting moment. 

In our climate the change of seasons is not too dramatic and 
as we have no sparrows on this side of the Nullarbor Plain you 
can just about please yourself when it comes to nominating 
the start of spring. Fortunately when it comes to the springtime 
job of re-potting the language is unequivocal - keeper and 
thrower. There may be a few more of the latter this year given 
the prospect of water restrictions. 


A Cymbidium Icho Gleam ‘Giant’ 
Ezi-Gro Orchids entered this Bryant’s Orchids bred Cym. (Icho Tower ‘Trinity’ x 

Lunakira ‘Gleam’) hybrid. Large size, good colour and a feature labellum added up 

to a fine result and the Reserve Champion of the Show. 

(Photograph courtesy of Ross Lang.) 
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Valley Orchids 


IS NOW FOR 
DEFINITE SALE 


The owners are retiring & are reluctantly offering the entire nursery for sale. 
A seachange opportunity exists to assume the operation of the entire 
nursery, at historic McLaren Vale, South Australia. It is situated on 
4 hectares with 11,000 square metres of growing area (shadehouse). 
It includes all stock, & the tissue culture laboratory, which currently 
has 300 or so clones in production (2500 mother flasks). It offers a 
great lifestyle, with the opportunity to expand & supply an already 
undersupplied Australian cymbidium market. Training & assistance 
offered to new operator. The owners will consider selling separately, 


nursery stock, tissue culture laboratory, trading name and the property 
which could be used to grow other plants. Nursery could be relocated, 


perhaps interstate. 
Serious enquiries to Sam Matheson, Phone 0419 975 446 
or matheson@matheson.com.au 
Details on realestate.com.au/SA Wheaton Rd, McLaren Vale SA 5171 
Lot 8 Wheaton Road, McLaren Vale, South Australia 
Postal - PO Box 143, McLaren Vale, South Australia, 5171 
Phone - (08) 8327 3955 Fax - (08) 8327 3966 Mobile - 0419 823 724 
Website - www.valleyorchids.com.au 
Email - graham@valleyorchids.com.au 


Business as usual until sold. Watch our website for end of an era specials, 


Cymbidium (Anne Rogers x 
Anna Szabo) ‘Poison Ivy’ 
Entered and hybridised by Ezi-Gro 

Orchids. The colour contrast is 
outstanding with the labellum mainly 
coming from Cym. parishii ‘Emma 
Menninger’ which is present on both 
sides of the family tree. 


XY 2 Ro. sella 


ORCHIDS 
We grow ) 
Asco’s, Dendrobiums, x 
Vandas, Cattleyas, ae 
Oncid Alliance, Sarcs, 
Species, Paphs and 
many other genera. tp7 
Web: www.rosellaorchids.com.au 
E-mail: allan@rosellaorchids.com.au 
Phone: 02 6643 3544 
Fax: 02 6643 3599 
Hours: By appointment only 
95 Woolwich Road, South Grafton NSW 2460 
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\ Cymbidium (Red Nelly x [Chilli Pepper x 
President Gorbachev]) 

This Valley Orchids bred plant was entered by Phil 
Taylor and is a sibling of the cultivar awarded at the 
Perth ACS National Show two weeks earlier. Phil has 
grown a multi-genera orchid collection for many 
years but went more heavily into cymbidiums from 
2002 with the purchase of a number of seedling flasks 
from Valley Orchids. While Graham Morris has bred 
almost exclusively for the production of free flowering 
and easy growing pot plant types suited to his markets 
the best of them also have appeal to the hobby grower 
which Phil has proven by his outstanding success in 
winning five awards and many Champion sashes from 
his Valley Orchids stock. Of course good culture helps. 


a little sophistication. 


4X Cymbidium Paradisian Surprise ‘Cute’ 

This is from a cross by Paradisia Nursery of Cym. Devon Parish 
x Cym. Sarah Jean and owned by Ezi-Gro Orchids. The cuteness 
comes from the Cym. floribundum, 
Cym. parishii grandparents with Cym. Sleeping Beauty added for 


Cym. devonianum and 


We now sell high quality 
Orchid yo-yo’s from Japan. 


These can be either tied off to a wire and/or stake. 
Cost (inci. cst) $2.50 each 


Please email us for quotes on quantities 
over 100 yo-yo's. 


Pa Y via secure website or cheque 

to The Orchid Tray Company 

adding postage as pee 

PO Box 767, Sutherland, NSW 1499 — Phone 0431 037 372 Fea Ie 0, 


sales@orchidtrays.com.au Www. orchidtrays.com.aul 3.ormore items $20.00 


VISA__| 


AOR 042 
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Specialist breeders of Australian 
Native Orchid Species and Hybrids 


2010 CATALOGUE 


NOW AVAILABLE 


Send SAE for your free copy 
Ross & Rhonda Harvey 
16 Heather-Anne Drive, DRAPER QLD 4520 
Telephone: (07) 3289 1953 


email: cedarvaleorchids@cedarvaleorchids.com 
AOR 171 www.cedarvaleorchids.com 
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Cymbidium ({One Tree Hill x 
Sleeping Dream] x Beau Guest) 
‘Gold Bells’ 


Owned and bred by Ezi-Gro Orchids. 


It is a second generation Cym. One Tree 
Hill hybrid but is a small standard in size. 
Its Cym. Beau Guest ‘Daffodil’ parent 
contributes outstanding colour. 


AOR 013 
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World Wide 
SPECIES ORCHIDS 
Mail Order 
Flasks, Seedlings, Flowering size. 


Burleigh Park 
Orchid Nursery 


54 Hammond Way, Thuringowa, 4815. 
Ph 0747 740 008 


Lists by mail or email: 
ian @speciesorchids.com 
www.speciesorchids.com 


Propagators of the Rare, Beautiful and 
Unusual Orchid Species of the World. 
Accredited CITES & Phyto Export 


One of the world’s leading Cymbidium hybridisers is 
pleased to announce that we will be an agent for their 
world class stock. We will receive regular flask shipments 
of all types of their Cymbidium seedlings: Exhibition 
standards, pendulous intermediates and unique types 
such as fragrant and heat-tolerant lines. New Horizon 
Orchids is represented in Australia by Ezi-Gro Orchids 
of WA and Atlantis Orchids and we join these leading 
orchid nurseries in introducing our customers to the 
New Horizon product. 


Vitaly © Ncla Kluchhovshy 
Specialising in breeding miniature 
& pendulous cymbidiums 
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Cymbidium (Pink Snow x 
Cleo’s Melody) ‘Pink Topping’ 


This Ezi-Gro owned and bred small 
standard had good peduncle length to 
the first flower similar to Cym. insigne 
and so showed its attractive flowers well 
clear of the foliage. 


’ Cymbidium I\son’s Wild Thing 


This Cym. (tracyanum x Son of Freak) 
plant was hybridised by Geyserland 
Orchids and entered by Peter and Lyn 
Wise. It was a robust growing plant with 
very long racemes of over twenty 
flowers. A number of this grex have 
sepal peloric mutations originally 
derived from Cym. Cleo’s Melody ‘Freak 
Out’ which was first offered for sale by 
Adelaide Orchids in the late 1970s. This 
is a true enthusiast’s hybrid in that it is 
too big for a pot plant, would have 
limited life as a cut flower due to its Cym. 
tracyanum parent and be of no use to a 
hybridiser as it is a triploid. However 
even without the peloric markings it 
is interesting and different and the 
enthusiast has every right to be 
enthusiastic about anything they 
might wish. 


Cymbidium Ruby Flame ‘Lee’ 
This plant was entered by Ezi-Gro 
Orchids and is from Gordon Giles (NSW) 
breeding of Cym. Alexandra’s Flame x 
Cym. Flaming Vulcan. Its colour is cherry 
red being quite different from the wine 
reds that we are more used to seeing. 


Cymbidium Mariflor 
‘Green Fantasy’ 
This was owned by Hzi-Gro Orchids 
and hybridised by Andrew Easton from 
Cym. Mary Pinchess x Cym. Cymbiflor. 


Cymbidium (Chianti Rose x 
[Lunata x Willunga Royal]) 
Owned by Phil Taylor from breeding 
by Kalamunda Orchids. This is a 
surprising result for colour given the 
parentage. Readers will remember Terry 
Poulton’s creamy white 2008 Sage 
Horticultural Award winning Cym. 
([Hove x Red Valley] x Lunar Flame) 
featured in this magazine which was 
also an enigma. 


Cymbidium Mariflor 
‘Green Fantasy’ 
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Western Orchids /Laboratories 


TISSUE CULTURE MEDIA — for orchids and other 
unusual genera — when ordering please advise the 
orchid genus and whether it is needed for sowing, 
replating or cloning [liquid or solid]. 


HORMONE KEIKI PASTE — 4ml tubes for the stem 
propagation of Phalaenopsis and related genera. 
LABORATORY SERVICE — sowing of green pods, 
dry seed, replating, cloning and colchicine treatment. 


TISSUE CULTURE PRIMER — a 20 page article 
which covers all aspects of laboratory work and 
medium preparation. 


DVD — covers medium preparation and the sowing of 
a green pod. 


FLASKS — Disa, cymbidiums [showbench, potplant, 
cascading intermediates] Australian Native 
cymbidiums [species and hybrids], coolgrowing 
dendrobium seedlings, sarcochilus, Australian 
terrestrials and some exotics. 


PLANTS — Disa, dendrobium kingianum and 
speciosum and Australian native cymbidium hybrids. 
Reconditioned autoclaves and laminar flow cabinets. 


Props: Kevin and Helen Western 
P.0. Box 276 
Blackwood SA 5051 
ph/fx: 08 8270 4599 
email: westernorchids@bigpond.com 


web: www.westernorchids.com 
[for catalogues and medium information] 
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Cymbidium (Red Planet 
‘Mystery Orange’ x Valley Splash 
‘Aurora’) 

“More genuine orange flowers 
expected here” was the only description 
given for this mating by its hybridiser 
Graham Morris of Valley Orchids. I think 
he would be happy with this result and 
I know that its owner Phil Taylor was. 
While most of the Cym. Valley Splash 
varieties have a white base colour, the 


_ parent of this plant was ‘Aurora’ which 


is yellow with a prominent reddish 
brushing on the outer half of each tepal. 


Cymbidium (Vienetta Blues x 
Blazing Fury) 

Entered by Keith and Judy Podger 
from breeding by Ezi-Gro Orchids. I 
could not detect any hint of blue but 
nevertheless another impressive result 
or colour, this time in crimson red. 
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<q Cymbidium {([Sleeping Dawn x Musita] x 
Dream Therapy) x Beau Guest} 
‘Wonder World’ 


Owned and hybridised by Ezi-Gro Orchids. I 
find these yellow pure colours difficult to 
photograph. This one is also difficult to write 
down! The parental stock originated from 
Geyserland Orchids and one had not yet been 
registered at the time of its closure. In general 
there may be little value in registering a hybrid 
when there is no intention to breed on from it or 
when no superior cultivar has been produced 
especially given the cost involved. An attractive 
sibling was also shown and so this registration will 
cost thirty pounds sterling. Perhaps Cym. Must | 
Sleep? begat Cym. Must Dream? begat Cym. Must 
Guess! Whatever the name it would be a beau 
geste to ensure the registration of all your 
own hybrids. 


> Cymbidium (Star Angel x 
Kuranulla) ‘Little Creature’ 


This small standard seedling was entered by 
Ezi-Gro Orchids and hybridised by Bryant's 
Orchids. The colours and classic form reminded 
me of Cym. Balkis ‘France’ and ‘Captain 
Anderson’ which were popular when I was a 
boy and could be bloomed with clean white 
sepals by shading the buds. No such effort is 
required here. The Cym. Balkis grex (Cym. 
Alexanderi ‘Westonbirt’ x Cym. Rosanna 
‘Pinkie’) was registered in 1934 and achieved 
worldwide acclaim for both show and breeding 
plants. Cym. Balkis ‘Luath’ AM/OSNSW (1950) 
was Australia’s most celebrated cultivar 
achieving great success on the showbench and 
its genes are to be found in some of our current 
show plants via its chance tetraploid progeny 
Wallara ‘Gold Nugget’ and Valya Craig ‘Judy’. 
Adelaide Orchids achieved notoriety in winning 
Champion Cymbidium at the 1969 Sixth World 
Orchid Conference in Sydney with Cym. Balkis 
‘Compact’ AM/AOC,AOS,RHS. Cym. Balkis 
appears in the ancestry of this cultivar via the 
early flowering Cym. Fred Stewart and the late 
flowering Cym. Joan of Arc. 


> Cymbidium Darch Dots ‘Red Hair’ (following page) 

The number of attractive and different varieties of the Award of Quality winning Cym. Darch Dots grex never ceases to amaze. 
While this plant was not a winner it was ultimately a successful weekend for another red head from the left wing in our first 
female Prime Minister, Julia Gillard. ia 

Carl Slusarczyk 
Mount Lawley, Western Australia 
Email: carlslusarczyk@bigpond.com 
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_ Cymbidium 
Darch Dots 
‘Red Hair’ 
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Cymbidium Red Pepper 
‘Janice’ 


Text and photos by Kevin Butler 


he Dean Roesler Trophy is for the Cymbidium hybrid at a 

National Australian Cymbidium Society Show which the 
majority of judges consider has the most outstanding colour. 
The three AGS State Registrar of Judges as a team, look at all 
the plants and cut flowers in the show and choose those that 
are likely to have a chance of winning the trophy. This group 
of plants are presented to all the judges present for a secret 
ballot. 

This year the winner was a cut stem of Cymbidium Red 
Pepper ‘Janice’ that belonged to Jan and Andy Leaman of 
Victoria. The flower was intermediate in size, a brownish red 
with an unusual coloured labellum being nearly pure white. 
A contrast that is uncommon amongst the cymbidiums that 
we currently see. I have seen white, yellow, green and pink 
flowers with a white labellum but rarely the red/brown tones. 
C. Red Pepper ‘Janice’ is a cross of Ruby Eyes with Rolf Bolin 
and was bred and registered by Valley Orchids in 1992. The 
white labellum may be the result of genes from Ngaire which 
is one of the parents of Rolf Bolin. 
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The other cut flower stem chosen’by the state registrars of 
judges were C. (Pywacket x Robin) exhibited by Carolin and 
David Allen. The flower had a green background and was 
overlaid with red spots and lines. The labellum was heavily 
blotched with dark red around the edge. 

Starting with the plants and miniature flower type was 
C. Attractive ‘Dulux’, the flower being a creamy yellow with 
red banding in the centre of the flower segments. The labellum 
was heavily barred with dark red. C. Attractive has parentage 
of the species floribundum with Crater and was registered and 
hybridised by Nado Lenkic. The C. floribundum has reduced 
the flower size of Crater but has allowed its splash colouration 
to come through. This cross was registered in 2002 and when 
one looks at the parentage of Crater — it’s noted that Ngaire 
appears again. 

The other nomination from Nado Lenkic’s plants, also won 
best Novelty Cymbidium in the show, was C. Butterfly Magic 
‘Springfield’. Butterfly Magic was registered in 2002 and has 
Bold Move and Royal Rose as its parents. C. Bold Move is the 
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concentration of pink. 


Left: Cymbidium Waikanae Kiwi 
‘Variegated’ 


AOR159 


—— 


Cymbidium Pink Silk ‘Ray’s’ 


Tel: (08) 9343 2761 or 1800 999 707 Fax: (08) 9309 3182 E-mail: ezi-gro @iinet.com.au 


Cymbidiums | 
fe, COMMUNITY POTS 
"ONLY $4.00 PER PLANT! = 


. Smaller orders, 

Cosgnecne [L GRO please add $20 

FREIGHT FREE for Freight and 
ORCHIDS Packaging 


Proprietor: Kevin Butler 


76 EVANDALE ROAD, DARCH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 6065 


Home page: www.ezi-gro.com.au 
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parent responsible for the peloric markings with Cleo’s Melody and 
Peter Pan its parents. A small standard in size being a pastel green with 
a red midline through the dorsal and petals. The sepals had the red 
labellum markings. The labellum was also strongly barred with red. 

The remaining four plants that were nominated were from Ezi-Gro 
Orchids. Two of these being peloric types; C. Magic Times ‘Wild Child’ 
and C. Stephen ‘Err’. C. Magic Times ‘Wild Child’ is a large green with 
attractive labellum markings on the sepals and a red blotched and 
spotted labellum. C. Stephen ‘Err’ a slightly smaller flower and is white 
with a heavily spotted labellum with some bright yellow near the 
throat of the labellum. The sepal is heavily spotted on the lower half 
with bright yellow, false keels Magic Times has Valley Bay ‘Snow’ and 
Cleo’s Melody ‘Freakout’ as its parents and Stephen is Cleo’s Melody 
‘Freakout’ crossed with Pink Ice. 

There was a lot of interest in the plant C. Alder Creek with C. Golden 
Celebration with the cultivar name of ‘Lots of Life’. The flower was 
eye catching due to it having lots of yellow in the centre of the labellum. 
The flower was standard in size with a pink colour. The background 
colour is white with a pink overlay that is also veined with a heavier 


The final nomination was a mutated form of C. Waikanae Kiwi with 
a cultivar name of ‘Variegated’. Although the colour of the flowers 
were highly unusual the plant showed lots of instability in that nearly 
every flower of the raceme showed a different degree of loss of the 
green pigment. The plant also displayed an occasional white line 
through the centre of the leaf. 

What will be the next standout colour? | 


Kevin Butler 

Ezi-Gro Orchids 

76 Evandale Rd 

Darch 6065 

Western Australia 

Email: ezi-gro@iinet.net.au 
Web: www.ezi-gro.com.au 


Orchid |Species 


Specialising in species orchids, 
flasks and selected hybrids 

Mail Order specialists 

Open by appointment only 
Props: Bill and Jan Miles 

405 Main Street 

Kingston, Victoria 3364 

03 5345 6387 

orchidspeciesplus@bigpond.com 

www. orchidspeciesplus.com.au 
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Left: Cymbidium Waikanae Kiwi 
‘Variegated’ 


Right: Cymbidium Attractive 
‘Dulux’ 


Below: Cymbidium 
(Pywacket x Robin) 
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DAVID 


KEANELLY 
ORCHIDS 


CYMBIDIUMS 


Mericlones & Seedlings 


Mail Order Specialists Australia-wide 
22 Emmett St, Golden Square Vic 3555 
Ph: (03) 5442 4806 Mob: 0411 352 036 
Email: dkorchids@aanet.com.au 

aorn177 Web: www.dkorchids.com.au 
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Left: 
Cymbidium 
Butterfly 
Magic 
‘Springfield’ 


Above: Cymbidium Stephen‘Err’ 


Miriam Ann 


Orchids 


a Alan & Miriam Merriman 
Al 89 Levy Street, 
Glenbrook NSW 2773 


Sydney’s only one 
stop Orchid Shop 


We carry a full range of pest and 
disease control chemicals suitable 
for use on orchids. 


The home of Merri Fert and Merri Cote. 

We also carry a full range of Port Pots, 

Debco Bark, Potting Media and all you 
require for your orchids. 


WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE 
RELEASE OF ~ 


Alan’s Fertiliser Handbook 
2nd edition now available $22 + p&p 


Alan’s Pest & Disease Handbook still available 
for $16.50 +p&p. 
® Plants, seedlings of most genera in stock. 


© Nursery open most weekends or by 
appointment. 


® Closed last weekend of the month. 
Please ring before coming 


Ph: 02 4739 5141 


Fax: 02 4749 8090 Mobile: 0439 514141 
Email: mirannorchids @pnc.com.au 
MASTERCARD AND VISA WELCOME 
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Cymbidium Magic Times 
‘Wild Child’ 


wow Keith Wallace Pty Ltd. ome ss 


) » 23 Vineys Ln. Dural NSW 2158 


LUNAR BLAZE ‘DURAL 
Cymbidiums By Gordon Giles 
Specialist breeders of Cymbidiums and growers of Phalaenopsis 
2010 Seedling Catalogue out now 
Trading hrs: Mon to Thurs 8am to 4.30pm 
Ph: 02 9651 4005 Fax: 02 9651 2689 
Email: keithng@tpg.com.au www.keithwallace.com.au 
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Below: Cymbidium Magic Times 
‘Wild Child’ 


Phalaenopsis: 
Tips on Cultivation Techniques 


L their natural habitat, Phalaenopsis 
are epiphytic (growing on trees) or 
occasionally lithophytic (growing on 
rocks) orchids native throughout parts 
of broader Southeast Asia. These “moth 
orchids” have no major moisture storage 
mechanism such as a pseudobulb as do 
many other orchids, but rely on their 
fleshy leaves for water and nutrient 
storage. Therefore, to grow well, they 
are unable to live outside under trees in 
a temperate Australian climate. They 
need warmer, moister 
and more protected 
conditions, such as 
(ideally) a waterproof 
covered greenhouse/ 
glasshouse or they 
may be grown inside 
the home in a suitable 
position. 

Note that this is our 
own cultural program, 
as utilised at GiGi 
Orchids, and as with 
all such products used 
you should seek advice 
and read the safety 
literature before you 
embark on the use of 
all such products. 


The Popularity of 
Phalaenopsis 


by Dr. Graham McKay 


Excellent range of presentation on 

long, well-displayed inflorescences or 

miniatures with abundant beautiful 

flowers. 

¢ Compact for easy transport. 

e Flowers are long-lasting for up to 3 — -4 
months. 

¢ Genetics are well understood as many 


superior Phalaenopsis hybrids are 
tetraploid (4n). 

¢ Wonderful range of variety 
presentations. 


Glose to 70% of all Above: Natural Hormones will increase spiking on multiflora types 


“pot plant” orchids 

sold in the world today are Phalaenopsis 
hybrids. This is because: 

e Flowering can be year round 

¢ Ease of culture making it possible to 
grow small plants rapidly into an 
impressive specimen within 3 - 4 
years. 

Floriferous presentation with some 
varieties having in excess of twenty x 
150mm (6 inch) flowers. 

e Hybridisation progress can be 
spectacular with generational 
improvements within three years 
from pollination to flowering. 
Colourful presentation means that 
Phalaenopsis hybrids have a wide and 
spectacular full range of colours. 
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e Spectacular Species with 
approximately 80 described species. 

e Exhibition challenge is the pinnacle of 
the orchid hobby to grow and culture 
a specimen with a high flower count, 
in pristine conditions. This could take 
up to three months from the time of 
the first flower opening. 


Light and Humidity 


All these facts lend Phalaenopsis 
hybrids to be the major commercial 
orchid pot plant grown throughout the 
world. This also includes Doritaenopsis 
(Phalaenopsis x Doritis), even though 
some taxonomists consider them all to 
be Phalaenopsis. When grown under 


shadehouse conditions, light reduction 
should be between 70% to 85% shade. 
Ideal conditions would be: 
° 70% to 85% light 
shadecloth (or similar) 

¢ 70% humidity 

Good air movement, using overhead 
or wall mounted fans or even natural 
convection from a sloped or peaked 
roof with side walls that can be opened 
and closed as necessary. 

e Fertilise once weekly up to only once 
monthly depending 
on the potting media 
and the time of the 


reduction 


year. 

Here, I will expand on 
the media and 
techniques used by 
my friend and 
associate Mr Kuo- 
Liang Hung (Tying 


Shin Orchids, Taiwan) 
and my own cultural 


program. 
Sphagnum Moss is the 
most widely used 


commercial media for 
growing Phalaenopsis. 
Mr Hung uses Chinese 
Sphagnum because a 
University Analysis in 
Taiwan found the 
Carbon/Nitrogen 
Ratio was 66:8 for 
Chinese Moss compared to 144:6 for 
Moss from Chile. [New Zealand 
Sphagnum Moss is very similar to the 
moss from Chile]. As a consequence, 
Chinese Sphagnum will resist 
developing a lower pH over one year 
of use. Unfortunately Chinese 
Sphagnum Moss is not available in 
Australia and Mr Hung would advise 
increasing the organic fertiliser usage 
to compensate. 


Tips on using Sphagnum Moss 

e Separate your Moss growing areas 
from your collections of different 
orchids growing in different media. 

¢ Moisten Moss first then squeeze out 
all the excess water. 
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type. 


e Tweeze the Moss up and then pack it 


tightly with 3 downward strokes with 
the Moss level about 2cm from the top 
of the pot. 


¢ DO NOT WATER or FERTILISE for 3 
to 4 weeks. New roots will begin to 


form during this period. You can 
fertilise after the new roots form and 
become active. 


¢ Once a month you should DOUBLE 
WATER. First time water to the top of 


the pot and allow time to drain 
through the media. The second time 
will flush out most of the remaining 
salts. 


¢ Roots are green when wet and white 
when dry. When roots are dry half 


way up the pot, it is time to 


water again. 


TINONEE ORCHIDS 


NEW CHRISTMAS 
CATALOGUE OUT NOW 


NURSERY OPEN 


Mon - Fri 9am-4pm 


TINONEE ORCHID NURSERY 


768 Tinonee Road, Tinonee, 2430 
Phone/Fax: (02) 6553 1012 


orchids@tinon eeorchids.com 
www.tinoneeorchids.com 


Use smaller pots with Moss and ideally 
clear pots which can be the flexible 


Extra drainage is provided by 
granulated foam in the base of the pot 
particularly where night temperatures 
are low. 

Foliar. feeding is used to prevent 
excess algae growth. HY-SAN 
[Horticultural Solutions] 1 ml per 
Litre can also control algae and 
bacteria. 

pH of Moss is 4.0 to 4.5 and this is a 
natural inhibitor of phytoflora. 

Foliar feeding can be weekly in hot 
periods of summer and twice monthly 
during winter. 

Root growth is less with Moss. 

Grow deflasked plants for one year 
and then repot. If the Moss is still fine 
then you can simply pot-on by placing 
new moss around the existing 
root ball. 

You can trim roots to keep the pot 
smaller. Trim the roots one day and 
then repot the next day, allowing the 


_ 


3. 


cut roots to dry slightly and seal. 

Use taller pots for potting on when 
using Moss. 

FERTILISER used should be: 


. Monopotassium Phosphate 1 in 1000 
. Fish Extract and Seaweed Extract 


Mixture in the ratio of 5:2. This 
mixture is used in a dilution of 1 in 
1000. The seaweed extract contains 
natural hormones [cytokinins, 
Auxins, gibberellins and Alginic Acid] 
which promote root growth, multiple 
basal growths and multiple flower 
spikes. This mixture is used by Mr 
Hung AS A FOLIAR APPLICATION. 
Horticultural Solutions —_ product 
HSO22 was designed as a complete 
fertiliser for use with Sphagnum 
Moss. Ihave observed Peters 20:20:20 
in use by I-Hsin Biotechnical in 
Taiwan. However, I have no 
experience with either of these 
fertilisers with Sphagnum Moss. 


Left: Compot Seedling Growth 3 months 
ex flask, over winter in Coconut Husk 


Below: Deflasked seedlings in OrchidMate™ 
Coconut Husk, 3 weeks out of flask 
showing new leaf & root growth 


Growing Media currently used at 
GiGi Orchids 


Coconut Husk [OrchidMate™, available 
from Tinonee Orchids and Easy Orchids] 
which the supplier advises is already pH 
adjusted. However, I additionally treat it as 
follows: 
¢ Soak in Cultiplex Solution for 48 HOURS 

to reduce salt content and to ensure a pH 

of 6.0 to 6.5. 

e Wash three times with rain water. 
° Soak in HY-SAN [3ml per litre] to sterilise, 
then drain. 

We use a mixture of Coconut Husk to 
Granulated Foam in the ratio 3:1 in the fine 
grade sizes 3 to 5 mm and 5 to 8 mm. The 
larger size 8-12 mm is used without any foam 
for larger plants. A small foam layer is used in 
the base of all pots and CLEAR POTS are used 
where available (as there is strong evidence 
that Phalaenopsis, along withmany vandaceous 
orchids, can also photosynthesise through 
their roots). 


Above: Compot Growth 3 months ex flask over winter in OrchidMate™ Coconut Husk 


Fertiliser Programme used at 

GiGi Orchids 

1. HSO22 1g per litre weekly 

2.Week 1 midweek SEASOL as per 
directions as a foliar application. 

3. Week 3 midweek Seasol+PLUS as a 
foliar application. 

The SEASOL and SEASOL+PLUS will 
alternate midweek every two weeks. I 
expect that this program will combine 
the benefits of both a complete inorganic 
fertiliser nutrition as well as organic 
nutrition » using natural growth 
hormones. It provides the full range of 
trace elements and I employ only rain 
water. The pH of the media and the 
applied solutions have been between 6.0 
and 6.5. 

I have used OrchidMate™ media 
mixture with granulated foam -of 
appropriate sizes this past year with 
Above: Root Growth after 6 months from flask. Clear pots facilitates photosynthesis of green roots, successful results. The photographs 
further assisting plant growth accompanying this note showcase some 
of the young plants and flowering 
specimens growing in this media. I look 
forward to (hopefully) improved results 
using the natural supplements in this 
program. 

As mentioned earlier, this is our own 
TQS Goines OM program and as with all such products 
100mm x 100mm x 60mm used you should seek advice and read 


ORCHID POTS 200mmx 100mm = 120mmx 120mm 80mmx65mm BASKET POTS | the safety literature before you embark 


Ie 
GROWERS STRiviy, iC 
USIVE F 
ae Ce Goa, 3 OR 


S) Chany CHAMPION 


SQUARE VANDA POTS 


300mm x 120mm = 175mmx 120mm 100mmx 120mm 70mmx50mm  -200mmx 130mm | 2 the use of all such products. You will 

250mm x 150mm = 150mmx1l00mm 100mmx75mm° 60mmx 70mm 140mm x 100mm also need to account for the salt content 

200mm x 200mm =125mmx75mm 80mmx1l00mm 50mmx 65mm 80mm x 75mm of your water supply. This may influence 
i i i the Electrical Conductivity (EC) Value or 

21 Jambali Road, Port Macquarie, NSW 2444 Australia | {ii ccnc) Conductivity (Ec 

8 Phone: (02) 6581 1735 Fax: (02) 6581 1736 

Q Website: www.orchidpotco.com Email: orchidpotco@tsn.cc fait 
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With the high quality and wide variety 
of colours and styles available in today’s 
modern hybrids, now is an excellent 
time to get involved with growing and 
enjoying Phalaenopsis. Please see our 
advertisement for our Christmas-New 
Year Special for AOR readers. | 

Dr Graham McKay 

Australian Director 

International Phalaenopsis Alliance 
P.O Box 874, Toowong, QLD 4066 
www.gigiorchids.com.au 

email: info@gigiorchids.com.au 

Ph. 0408443505 Glenda McKay 
[GiGi Orchids] 


Left: 
Doritaenopsis 
Tiannong Fantasy 


Below: 
Doritaenopsis 
Ching Ann Diamond 


| a 
www.gigiorchids.com.au 
| email: info @ gigiorchids.com.au 


Phone: 0408-443505 


GIG ORCHIDS ee 


AUSTRALIA’S LARGEST RANGE OF NEW PHALAENOPSIS VARIETIES AND HYBRIDS 


a ae i 
Yu Pin Natsume ‘LM32’ 


OX Firebird ‘1495’ 


4 


King Car Bonnie Girl 


i i hee oe oe 
La 2 eae Pom} oft 


rw 


Tai Lin Moon ‘N12’ King Car Classic 12.2cm 


anc 


OX King ‘1187’ 13 cm Fuller’s Sunset ‘1248’ [Sleep Giant x Goeur BI 


PLUS FREE BONUS COMPOT from Dr Graham McKay’s breeding VALUE $25 (minimum 6 ETA ES) 
GIGI ORCHIDS HOLDS MANY OTHER EXCLUSIVE MERICLONE VARIETIES 
— SOME ARE FEATURED ON OUR WEBSITE AND CAN BE SUPPLIED ON REQUEST 
GENERAL ORDERS: Minimum $100, Postage $25 to $45 — Registered Post as advised 
Where stock exhausted, equivalent or greater value will be supplied 


| : VISIT OUR WEBSITE PHOTO GALLERY AT 
| www.gigiorchids.com.au 
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his article reflects on the twenty 

years that my friends and I have 
been visiting the closed Nature Reserve 
— Verloren Valei - near Dullstroom in the 
Mpumalanga Province of South Africa. 
This has been a wonderful experience 
and a great learning exercise about a 
great many things other than terrestrial 
orchids. 

Mpumalanga is a province on the 
north eastern side of South Africa. The 
province has a diverse geographical 
composition with areas in the so-call 
Lowveld that is below 1000 m above sea 
level. The highest railway station in 
South Africa, Nederhorst at 2077m, falls 
in this province as well as the highest 
point in the province, De Berg at 2332m 
above sea level. The station Nederhorst 
does not exist anymore, but the railway 
line is still there and both these high 
points are in close proximity of 
Dullstroom. A drive of about 
20km on a dirt road will take 
you from Nederhorst to The 
Berg, with part of this road, 
goes through the Verloren Valei 
Nature Reserve. 


History 

Dullstroom was founded by 
Wolterus Dull when he settled 
with a number of Dutch 
emigrants at this location in 
1883. The Major Dull thought 
that the Dutch would adapt 
well to the misty cold weather 
at Dullstroom but unfortunately 
for him this was not to be the 
case. Farm names like Wanhoop 
(Despair), Verloren Valei (Lost 


name for this reserve. The Reserve is 
situated on a watershed between the 
Olifants and Crocodile drainage systems 
on the Steenkamps mountain plateau. 
The west flowing streams are tributaries 
of the Steelpoort River, which is part of 
the Olifants system. The east flowing 
streams are part of the Lunsklip River, 
which is a tributary of the Crocodile 
River. The south flowing stream is the 
stream source of the Crocodile River. 

The reserve is situated in the Highveld 
climate region. The climate is described 
as a cool, moist climate where average 
temperatures do not exceed 18°C. Rain 
falls in the summer and the average 
rainfall per year is 840mm _ and 
thunderstorms are frequent during this 
period. Mist often occurs and snow has 
been recorded from time to time. 

The maximum temperature recorded 


Map of South Africa showing location (red balloon) of Verloren Valei 


Valley), Frischgewaagd (NeW Nature Reserve (map: Google Earth) 


Challenge) and others, indicate 
the difficulties the settlers experienced 
in this area. During the Second Boer 
War in the early 1900’s the town was 
largely destroyed and most of the 
emigrants returned to the Netherlands. 
With the help of the WWE and the 
Rupert family the farms Verloren Valei 
and Wanhoop was bought and a 5891 
hectare nature reserve called Verloren 
Valei was proclaimed in 1983. The 
reserve includes about 30 wetlands 
ranging in size from 2ha to 250ha. In 
2003 Verloren Valei became the 17% 
RAMSAR wetland in the world and the 
second in South Africa. 


Verloren Valei 


The spelling of “valei” is technically 
incorrect today and should be spelled as 
“vallei”. However the original farm was 
Verloren Valei and that is the correct 
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is 29°C and the lowest was —13°C. 
Frost is common between March and 
September. During my 20 _ years 
involvement with Verloren Valei, frost 
was recorded at the end of December 
and a particularly bad spell over two 
days in the middle of January. No orchids 
in bloom remained after this cold spell. 

The wetlands of Verloren Valei exhibit 
a near-pristine state of vegetation, and 
include good examples of a natural 
wetland characteristic of the 
Steenkampsberg Plateau. 

Three vegetation units are identified 
in Verloren Valei being: 
1. Tristachya leucothrix (turpentine grass) 

grassland, 


2. Coleochloa setifera & Habenaria clavata 
est grassland, and 


3. Wetlands. 


A small isolated pocket of peatland 
occurs, which is very rare in South 
Africa. 


The Orchids of Verloren Valei 


My first visit to Verloren Valei was 
during the summer of 1989. I loved the 
open grasslands of the area and had no 
difficulty in spotting orchids, some in 
large numbers. Back home we did some 
reading and discovered that with the 
original survey of the plants before the 
reserve was proclaimed, eight orchid 
species were found. This looked a bit on 
the low side and I decided to do a survey 
over time to determine how many 
orchids do grow on the reserve. The only 
way to do this was to visit the reserve 
more or less every three weeks during 
the flowering season. 

The flowering season starts with the 
so called pre-rainfall flora, which are 
plants that flower before any 
rain has fallen, usually at the 
end of August till the end of 
September. As we start to 
expect rain from the end of 
September, finding orchids in 
the brown, often tall, winter 
grass is difficult. The easiest 
method is to go to burned areas 
as the grass, although sprouting . 
is still very short anda flowering 
plant can easily be seen. One 
such an orchid is Disa baurii, an 
orchid that is quite common in 
the Dullstroom area, but 
curiously enough only found 
for the first time in the spring of 
2009 on Verloren Valei. 

We knew we would find 
plants like Satyrium ocellatum, 
Satyrium  trinerve,  Satyrium 
cristatum, Disa __ rhodantha, Disa 
chrysostachya, Disa stachyoides, Disperis 
tysonii, Eulophia foliosa, Disperis renibractea 
and many others. Many of the grassland 
orchids are small and difficult to spot in 
the tall summer grass. 

We hoped to find Eulophia parvilabris, 
Disa alticola and other high altitude 
grassland orchids, but plants that we 
expected to find like Centrostigma 
occultans, or Disa amoena have as yet not 
been found on the reserve. Centrostigma 
occultans is an interesting case as it occurs 
in a swampy area (a vlei) just outside the 
reserve at about 2000m above sea level. 
In spite of numerous suitable wetlands 
on the reserve not a single plant has 
been found as yet. 

I have speculated that the somewhat 
higher altitude of the reserve (above 
2050m) causes a lower soil temperature 
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Above: Satyrium ocellatum 


and that either the species itself or the 
associated mycorrhiza cannot handle 


this lower temperature. We have not 
tried to locate plants on the reserve as no 
plants are available for re-location and 
the aim is rather to protect the few 
colonies in and around Dullstroom with 
the help of the owners of the farms. 
Fortunately we have today four separate 
colonies around Dullstroom. 

Then there are the plants we never 
expected to find like Disperis stenoplectron, 
Disperis oxyglossa, Habenaria tysonii and 
Satyrium microrrhynchum . which are 
plants from the Kwazulu-Natal 
Drakensberg area. The Steenkampsberg 
plateau as well as the areas around it 
appears to be a dislocated extension of 
the Kwazulu-Natal Drakensberg. 

As can be expected we would 
encounter other speciality groups at the 
reserve. The bird-watching people often 
visit the reserve while the butterfly 
people also arrive from time to time. 
From the butterfly groups we learned 
that the same surprise collection of 
butterflies previously only known from 
the Kwazulu-Natal Drakensberg were 
also found at Verloren Valei. This may 


apply to moths also as obviously one 
needs the pollinators to be in the vicinity. 

Now and then the identification 
remains unsatisfactory with the Eulophia 
clavicornis group an example of this 
problem. With the recent publication of 
the Field Guide to the Orchids of Northern 
South Africa and Swaziland by Douglas 
McMurtry, Lourens Grobler, Jolisa 
Grobler and Shane Burns and _ their 
different treatment of this species, we 
will have to re-look at what we did find 
at Verloren Valei. They at least solved 
one problem species for us and that is 
the early flowering wine red form of 
Eulophia leontoglossa. When the original 
collection of this species was sent to the 
Bolus Herbarium it was identified as a 
form of Eulophia leontoglossa. This 
appeared to be incorrect as Eulophia 
leontoglossa flowers in December-— 
January, is normally yellow in colour, 
although there is a pink form that 
flowers at the same time. Our wine red 
form flowers as a pre-rainfall plant in 
September—October and has now been 
aptly named Eulophia vinosa. Eulophia 
leontoglossa also occurs on the reserve, 
but only sporadically. 
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Above: Satyrium trinerve 


Now and then we find an old friend 
from lower altitude like Eulophia ovalis 
or Eulophia bainesii. 

From the above you will gather that 
we have recorded more than the original 
eight species and you may wonder 
where we stand today. 

Depending on whose classification 
you follow, the species count at Verloren 
Valei stands at 52-56 species, spread 
over 11 genera. The larger Dullstroom 
area adds at least another two genera 
and fifteen or so more species. 

The question can be asked if declaring 
the area a nature reserve made any 
difference to the orchids. One can only 
go on the impression we have from 
visiting the reserve in the early days to 
today. Some things have changed and 
we have the distinct impression that the 
number of plants of a species we see 
today, has increased. Colonies also 
appear to be larger, and some species 
that we had considered rare because of 
a single colony on the reserve, are now 
more common with more colonies in 
existence. Satyrium bracteatum comes to 
mind as a species that has spread its 
Wings and is now much more common. 
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Satyrium cristatum 


Left: 
Disa rhodantha 


We would be lucky to find a single Disperis cardiophora in the 
early days, but today we would find five, six or more plants 
in flower on a single day. One colony was counted with 
thirty plants in bloom a few years ago. 

We have found a single plant of Disperis oxyglossa at one 
site and the other site had about five to six plants but ir 
2009 we encountered a colony of well over fifty plants at 
the second site. For those that could pick-up the sweet scent 
of this Disperis it was an easy plant to find. 

Unfortunately there are also plants that we see less 
frequently than before such Eulophia aculeate, and others 
like Disa aconitoides and Habenaria clavata, remain rare. Out 
impression is that Disa versicolor is not as abundant as before, 
but it could rather be that there are more Disa cooperi or 
Disa brevicornus which could account for Disa versicolor 
been less noticable. 

The Dullstroom area is extremely rich in flowering plants, 
and is home to, amongst others, the dwarf yellow and pink 
Arum lilies and Eucomis vandermerwei, representing some of 
the flowers that few people ever see. Some beautiful gladiola 
also occur. The reserve is also reach in plants of the Milkweed 
family especially in the section Pachycarpus and Asclepias. A 
number of Red Hot Pokers also occur and Agapanthus 
inapertus flowers in mass at the end of January. 


In the Western Cape the smaller 
towns have Wild Flower Shows in spring 
— their peak flowering period. It occurred 
to me that Dullstroom could do with a 
Wild Flower Show, but in January 
during their peak flowering period and 
therefore to celebrate twenty-one years 
of exploring Verloren Valei and World 
Wetlands Day on 2 February 2011, a 
Terrestrial Orchid Conference is been 
organised over the weekend of 28-29 
January 2011 with visits to orchid sites 
around Dullstroom. 

The Dullstroom Wild Flower Show 
will also take place over this period. 
I hope to see some of you there. | 

Gerrit van Ede 
South Africa 
Email: vanedes@netactive.co.za 


Below: Disperis renibractea 


Above: Centrostigma occultans 
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Above: Habenaria tysonii 


Right: 
Satyrium microrrhynchum 


ORCHIDACEOUS BOOKS 


Suppliers of Fine Orchid Literature 


Large selection of new and 
pre-owned orchid books 


Browse and shop at our secure website 
www. orchidaceousbooks.com.au 


_ We attend orchid fairs in 
Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne 
Grahame & Margaret Muller 
P.O. Box 4192, Tinana, Qld. 4650 
Ph: 07 4122 1251 Fax: 07 4122 4539 
Email: books@orchidaceousbooks.com.au 


The Australian Orchid Review, December 2010 - January 2011 


Left: Eulophia vinosa 
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Eulophia parvilabris 


5 Retinitis pigmentosa (RP, 
is the major cause of youth-blindness! 


If you have RP, or know someone who has, 
please contact the charity/support group 


RETINA AUSTRALIA 


TT, 


| 


FIGHTING BLINDNESS 
ormation and assistance phone 
1800 999 870 


aAustralia.com.au 


Right: 
Habenaria clavata 


Seedlings and 
flowering size plants 


Assorted species, 
paphs, aussie natives, 
cymbidiums 
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Mail Order service available 
Nursery open by appointment 


Stephen Stebbing 


32 Newbold Avenue, 
Craigieburn VIC 3064 
Mob: 0412 352 604 

Ph: 03 9308 2025 

Fax: 03 9308 2029 
email: stephenstebbing@aapt.net.au 
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Left: 
Disperis cardiophora 
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Above: Verloren Valei Waterfall (with heath Erica cerinthoides) 


One of the world’s leading Paph. breeders. 
Exciting new Paphs. and Phrags. 


now available. 


Contact us for a copy of our colour catalogue — 


send 3 x 50c stamps 


NICKY ZURCHER 


Box 326, Virginia, South Australia 5120 
Phone/Fax (08) 8380 9360 Website www.nickysslippers.com.au 
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ORCHIDACEOUS SUPPLIES 


Suppliers of a wide range of Orchid Accessories 


Whether you are a hobbyist or a professional 
orchid grower - we can supply-your needs. 


Pots - dome pots — Port Pots - 
trays - stakes — plant clips — Pot Clips - 
Labels - pens — fertilisers — hangers - 
wide range of wire products. 


Growing medias — hark, coconut husk, treefern, 
perlite, peat, charcoal, sphagnum moss and more. 
Agent for Eco Products 
Catalogue available on request 


Grahame & Margaret Muller 
P.O. Box 4192, Tinana, Qld. 4650 
Ph: 07 4122 1251 Fax: 07 4122 4539 


Email: supplies@orchidaceousbooks.com.au 
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Above: Verloren Valei scenery 


Mt Beenak 
Orchids 


No. 1 for Masdevallias 


Check out our complete range 
of cool growing orchids 


on our website: 
www.mtbeenakorchids.com.au 


Cool growing orchids and 
Mail Order our speciality 


27 Hacketts Creek Rd, Three Bridges, Vic. 3797 


Ph/Fax (03) 5966 7253 
Email: clivehalls@bigpond.com 
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For new list and tours 
visit our website 

www. orchidproductions.com.au 

Email: philspenceorchidpro@msn.com 


PO Box 3525, Wamberal NSW 2260 § 
Phone: 0408 994 696 Fax: 02 4384 4304 ¢ 


leg Sick of writing plant tags? 


AOR 020 


- THEN WE CAN HELP YOU 
- Small Runs of printed tags 


- Great prices 
- Quick Turn-a-round 


cet) aussie plant tags 
—~, 


Contact David or Pauline Brewster at 
Email: apt@tags.net.au 
Web: www.tags.net.au 


9 The Grove, Tel: {53} 9761 1100 
Boronia, Vic. 3155 Fax: (03) 9761 0892 
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Australian 


rchid 


Review 


FLORA’S ORCHIDS 


Senior Consultant David P. Banks 


Part of the best-selling Flora range, this is the definitive F 

vide to orchids with over 1,500 entries. Ranging from 
the unique to the unusual, the beautiful to the bizarre, 
orchids have long symbolised beauty, elegance and 
refinement. Flora’s Orchids presents more than 1,500 
varieties of this highly cb plant family, with entries 
accompanied by at least 1,300 stunning colour 
photographs. The orchids are arranged by genus in an 
A-Z format. Each entry first lists the scientifc name in 
Latin, offen accompanied by a Latin synonym and, 
where appropriate, the translated common name. Plant fajasss 
spread and height are listed, followed by symbols |aa(Wisi rary 
indicating plant type, natural growing locations, growing iia 
conditions, frost tolerance, preferred temperatures, type 
of flower, and preference for pot or mount cultivation. 
The brief descriptions explain the type of genus, geographic area, and flowering and 
dormancy seasons. There is a wealth of sound cultural and propagation advice. 


AOR Editor David P Banks was the Senior Consultant for Flora’s Orchids and is also credited 
as the Principal Writer. Especially valuable for aspiring botanists and average gardeners is the 
background information that precedes the dictionary text and Pras orchid varieties, 
taxonomy, hybridisation, history, cultivation, propagation, and more. The history section delves 
into the aan historical Aerloucient of the plant for culinary and medicinal usage and 
also explores the use of orchids in folklore and literature. A detailed cultivation table for each 
of the species is found in the appendix. This work is regarded by many as the logical 


replacement of What Orchid Is That? al } COUNT mm Si 5 4o3 


was $7500 RRP (Incl. GST) Ps Postace avo kanouNG 


The Définitive Guide to Orchidd 


Over 1,500 Entries 


& 


368 pages, colour. 
308mm x 238mm. 
Hardcover. 


4 ANGRAECOID ORCHIDS: 


Species from the African Region 


by Joyce Stewart, Johan Hermans, 
and Bob Campbell 


These so-called ‘Jewels of Africa’ with their sparkling 
flowers, distinctive growth habit and floriferous nature are 
much prized and this account, the first to include the 
angraecoid orchids of both Africa and Madagascar, is long 
awaited. It brings together, in a single volume, descriptions 
of all 690 species in this intriguing group of orchids and 
will be the essential reference for all angraecoid orchid 
enthusiasts for years to come. Stewart, Herman and 
Campbell have all spent time in various parts of eastern 
and southern Africa and precise ecological information 
relating to habitat, altitude preferences and flowering season of individual plants will be 
particularly helpful to growers. The diagnostic features of each genus are illustrated and 
over half the species are accompanied by exquisite photographs taken in both wild 
habitats and in cultivation, The authors know the angraecoid orchids well, both in 
cultivation and the wild, and this knowledge has led to an authoritative account of these 


interesting plants. 
cszrese slow CRDNCNTINE S599, 
was $195:00 RRP (Ind, GST) As POSTAGE AND HANDUNG 


265mm x 185mm. 
Hardcover. 

MORE FLOWERING ORCHIDS 
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 

by Ross Macdonald 


This is the sister volume to Cool Flowering Orchids 
throughout the Year. It is in the same format and sb 


MORE FLOWERING 


ORCHIDS 


THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 


to see ana 


could grow. 
ss teemm —— ORDSCOMTRRE S25 2. 


PLUS POSTAGE AND HANDLING 
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The publishers of the 
Australian Orchid Review 

are pleased to offer readers popular 
orchid books at special discount prices. 


Just select the book(s) you require and 
fill in the details on the form provided. 


New titles will he added to the list when » 
they become available. 


EXO OOCOOOCOOO OOOO OOOO OHARA KOKO OOOO OOOO SOOO ORO reeronl 


ORCHIDS IN 
| YOUR GARDEN 


se How to grow orchids in 
Wier G % | the backyard 
~ aehels by Robert Friend 


| It sounds too good to be true, but orchids are 
| as easy to grow in the backyard as a lawn or a 
bed of roses. Despite their exotic reputation, 
# the everyday gardener can grow orchids 
without special pots or greenhouses. 


SOOO OOO OOOO OOOO OID 


The book shows you haw to introduce orchids 
my into the garden, by attaching them to trees, 
j aN 4 fixing them on rocks and walls, or planting 

: ROBERT FRIEND BI them in garden beds. With more than 150,000 
species and hybrids of orchids in the world, there are plants suitable for every garden. 


Robert Friend draws on a lifetime's experience with orchids to explain how to 
choose the right orchid for your climate and how to landscape orchids in different 
types of gardens. Ranging from tropical to cool climate areas, from large acreages 
to small courtyard gardens, almost every backyard can enjoy the best of one of 


ea OURDACOUNTPRIE S41 9,2%8.. 


144 pages. 
Colour and B&W. 
was ORRP (Incl, GST) Pus Postice avo Havouns 


THE CLASSIC CATTLEYAS 


by A.A. Chadwick and 
Arthur E. Chadwick 


In 1818, William Cattley succeeded in 
flowering one of the first species of the genus 
that would bear his name. These first cattleyas 
are the classic cattleyas, whose form defined 
the essence of tropical orchids for generations 
to come. Indeed, the colour of their flowers 
became known as “orchid.” In this helpful 
and informative book, each classic Cattleya 
species (and cattleya-like Laelia species) is 
described in fascinating detail, and its role in 
breeding programs is elucidated. All that is 
required to appreciate and grow the large- 
flowered cattleyas successfully is included. 
There are ten line drawings and 162 
wonderful colour photographs. Cultivation, humidity and watering, fertilising, 
propagation, and diagnosing and treating problems are detailed, making this 
volume valuable for both veteran orchid enthusiasts and those who simply love 


these beautiful flowers. 
zzvcor iow (UDCOINTIRIES 4995, 
was $89.50 RRP (Incl. GST) Pts PostAce avo HaNDUNG 


260mm x 185mm. 
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THE GLASSIG 
aN 


Us fe 


Hardcover. 


A GUIDE TO NATIVE 
ORCHIDS OF SOUTH 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
by Bob Liddelow 


This book beautifully illustrates the orchids of 
this part of Australia. Bob Liddelow has spent a 
considerable amount of time in the field, each 
=| season, seeking out many different orchids. 


This is an Orchid Guide with a difference. 
Instead of covering all species with total 
distribution areas, this book treats a very 
representative collection of orchids in great 
detail. The specific sites for each orchid are 
illustrated with ‘mud maps’. 


Guide to 
Native Orchids of 
South Western Australia 


The book also cross-references some 142 
orchids with about 100 sites in the greater south-west of Western Australia. Every 
orchid is illustrated in full colour. 


There is also comprehensive indexes, a glossary, author’s notes and more. 


clurtvausiowt. (UR DKCUNTPNE $429.25. 


colour throughout. 
210mm x 148mm. 
5 RRP (Incl. GST) "ws postace ano HaNouNs 


Softcover. 


HUNTLEYAS AND 
RELATED ORCHIDS 
by Patricia A. Harding 


Revered by avid orchid collectors for its 
delightful, star-shaped flowers, Huntleya is 
a small group of orchids found low in the 
forest. Huntleya is a small orchid genus that 
includes fourteen species. They occur in wet 
cloud forests at medium altitudes o 
Guatemala, Costa Rica, South America 
down to Bolivia. The type species Huntleya 
inetcoors also occurs In Trinidad. Besides 
their striking colours — from deep blue to 
waxy red, royal purple to almost black — 
flowers of this group are known for their 
distinctive shapes, patterns, and textures. As 
appealing as these lovely tropical orchids 
are, their identification has been confused 
since the first species was described in the 
mid-1800s. Recent DNA studies have led to 
- —— a clearer understanding of relationships 
and, as a result of this clarity, it is now possible to sort out the taxonomic problems 
and identify the characteristics that set species apart. In this first book devoted to 
the Huntleya alliance, author Patricia Harding presents evidence from the scientific 
literature, other growers, and her. own experience that will enable orchid 
enthusiasts everywhere to cenit ane apenas and grow them successfully. Patricia 
A. Harding is an accredited American Orchid Society judge who has been growing 
and photographing orchids for three decades. 


yo S44 


LYCASTE ORCHIDS - 


Cultivation and Hybridisation 
by A.F.W. Alcorn 


Lycaste orchids are easy to grow, and they produce 
flowers that range from the beautiful to the bizarre. 
No book previously has provided detailed cultural 
requirements of the Lycaste, and this book should 
fill that gap, and encourage new growers to take up 
the cultivation of this beautiful genus. A section on 
hybridising contains valuable information on 
inheritance and genetics that will benefit any 
hybridiser, not just the grower of Lycastes, as well as 
helpful hints on how to avoid pitfalls in your 
hybridising program. Michael Hallett, a friend of 
Fred Alcorn for a number of years, co-wrote this book with Fred and has completed 
it posthumously. He has a background in genetics, research and botany, 


260 pages, 150 colour 
photos. Hardcover. 


Lycaste 


Cultivation and Hybridisation 


A, F; W. Alcorn 


and x assion for plants, 

Pais. OUR DSCOUNTPRIE Su 5.02. 
Colour and B&W. was 5 RRP (Incl, GST) Plus PostAce avo hanouNG 
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GROWING PHALAENOPSIS AT HOME 
by James Neal 


This book is essential reading and reference for || 
any person who grows, or is intending to grow, |} 
Phalaenopsis. 


Jim, in a simple and easily understood style, 
explains and elaborates on light conditions, 
watering, temperatures, fertilisers, pests and 
diseases. 


Explanations of the way Phalaenopsis are named | | 
and the implications of growing seedlings, | 
illustrate some of the more difficult ideas for the | 
layman to understand. 


The colour photography illustrates beautifully the 
topics under discussion arid the orchid names are | 
supplied, where necessary, as a caption. 

The illustrations drawn by Jim’s son Jamie are 


pertinent and succinct and make 
the subject more easily understood. 


OUR DISCOUNT PRICE Sal 2.80 


(Incl.GST) 


RRP (Incl, GST)  *s Post ano HanoUNs 


56 pages. 
Colour and B&W. 


was $1 


=| PRACTICAL GUIDE TO 
es: {A |_| AUSTRALIAN ORCHID 
Practical Guideto &7?7/ GROWING 
Australian Orchid by Wayne Turville 

| The 64 page Practical Guide to Australian 
4 Orchid Growing was over two years in the 
A making, being written by Wayne Turville who 
runs a large commercial orchid nursery in 
Victoria, Australia - specialising in Australian 
4 Dendrobium hybrids. This book was written 
| for everybody from the absolute amateur 
4 through to the hardened “orchid nut”. 
% However, due to its low cost and practical 
nature, this book fills a huge void in orchid 
literature. Simple, easy to understand 
3} language, lots of pictures, and glorious 
m4 examples of the some of the finest native 
#4 orchids ever photographed both in nature 

= and at orchid shows. 


The title is somewhat misleading, as the text covers major cultivation principles for ALL 
orchid genera, not just the Australian native Dendrobium species and their hybrids. Topics 
covered (and illustrated) include Blooms, Starting a Collection, Housing Your Orchids, Day 
to Day Growing, Pests and Diseases, Physical Damage, Cymbidiums and Sarcochilus, plus 
Bits and Pieces (information about orchid propagation, orchid societies and deflasking.). 
This booklet is recommended for all new orchid enthusiasts, and all who want to brush up 


on their cultural skills and knowledge. OUR DISCOUNT PRE Sal d ce 


64 pages, colour. 
210mm x 146mm. 
was $15200 RRP (Incl. GST) "ws poste avo HavouNs 


Softcover. 


Subscribe now to the 


Australian 
Orchid Review 


Australia’s premier orchid 
magazine covering all genera 


For six, twelve or eighteen issues of 
Australian Orchid Review, fill in the form opposite 
and post in now together with your payment. 
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10. Practical Guide to Australian 
Orchid Growing 
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= Recommended Our Plus Grand 
Postage Retail Price Discount Postage Total Number of Total 
Review Item & Title Zone (RRP) Price & Handling Price Copies $ 
1. Flora’s Orchids fa | = A$75.00 A$54.95 + A$12.00 = A$66.95 ere 
(Incl. GST) Incl. GST. 
e 
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Are your plants suffering 
from.extreme weather 
conditions? 
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by 
Peter’s Glen 


Will create the ultimate micro climate for your orchids 
Specialising in Orchid Houses for over 25 years 
Design Features ¢ Kit form with written instructions and video can be shipped 
everywhere © Simplicity © Portability ¢ Modular (can be lengthened to meet 
your needs) © No Maintenance ¢ Strong © Economical 
151 Railway Parade, Thorneside, Brisbane Qld 4158 
Ph 07 3207 2793 Fax 07 3822 2307 


New.Zealand agents: Roger & Isabel Clotworthy, 223 Range Road, Papamoa, NZ 
Ph (07) 5750600 Fax (07)5750661 Mobile (025) 271 2777 
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OUR FIRST EASY OREWIOS 
PLANT E-CATALOGUE 
WiLe BE OUT BY CHRISTIAAS 
Here at Easy Orchids we have been 
checking our inventory & have found 
so many oddities, new lines & old 
favourites we are producing our first 
ever e-catalogue for plants. This 
catalogue will be a collectors dream 
& will be emailed free to all 
newsletter subscribers in time to 
read it over Xmas when you have 
your feet up. 


If you want a copy, subscribe to our 
newsletter today via 
www.easyorchids.com 
or follow us on Facebook or Twitter 


Thanks for your support in 2010. We 
look forward to serving you in 2011 


Ph: 02 6682 2635 3 Sussex Street, Woodburn 2472 
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Disa uniflora, 

» the “Pride of Table Mountain” 
in South Africa, grown by 
George Fuller of New Zealand 
(photo: D. Banks) 


Editor: 
David P. Banks 
Email: david@hillsdistrictorchids.com 


Address editorial to: 
- The Editor, Australian Orchid Review, 
39 Carole Street, Seven Hills, NSW 2147 Australia 
® (02) 9674 4720 
Email: david@hillsdistrictorchids.com 


To join an orchid society contact these secretaries 


New South Wales 

Veronica Clowes 

PO. Box 5396, Chullora NSW 2190 
Phone: (02) 9649 2719 

Email: secretaryosnsw@yahoo.com.au 


Queensland 

Maree Illingworth 

PO. Box 126BC, Brown Plains 4118 
Phone: (07) 3800 3213 

Email: rmillingworth@uq.net.au 


Western Australia 

R. McGrath ‘ 
PO. Box 58, Como 6152 
Phone: (08) 9367 9306 
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Victoria 

Diane Sharam 

1 Tynan Street, West Preston, 3072 
Phone: (03) 9478 9764 


Frankie Fraser 
Phone: (03) 9802 9929 
Email: frankie_fraser@bigpond.com 


South Australia 

Coralie Hills 

GPO, Box 730, Adelaide 5001 
Phone: (08) 8721 3213 


Don Higgs 

PO. Box 134, Myponga SA 5202 
Phone: (08) 8558 6247 

Email: jhiggs@internode.on.net 
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Jan Dicker 
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Phone: (03) 6247 9636 

Email: jtdicker@bigpond.com 
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Tammie Coyne 
P.O. Box 38493, Winnellie 0821 
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"The Cymbidium Orchid Club of 


To join a Cymbidium Club in your state, contact: 


Cymbidium Club of Australia Inc. 
Secretary, Peter Moore 

10 Stephanie Street, Padstow NSW 2211 
Phone: (02) 9721 0572 

Web: www.ccansw.com.au 


The Cymbidium Orchid Society of Victoria Inc. 
Secretary, Jenifer Robinson 

54 Worthington Road, Devon Meadows VIC 3977 
Phone: (03) 5998 2226 

Cymbidium Orchid Club of South Australia Inc. 
Secretary, Jeanne Hall 

18 Coorilla Avenue, Glenelg North SA 5045 
Phone: (08) 8294 5562 


Western Australia Inc. 
Secretary, Helen Stretch 
Phone: 0419 197 943 
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LEARN TO EARN — With our nationally 
recognised Courses in Certificates II 
and UI in Horticulture and Certificates II 
and Il in Orchid Growing. Learn by 
Distance learning at your own pace. 
Contact The Orchid Academy® (National 
provider No. 31691) Ph: 1300 663 690. 
Email: robert@orchidacademy.com 
Web: www.orchidacademy.com 


Approximately 180 rare and out of print 
Orchid books for sale. Books such as 
Venezuelan Orchids by Dunsterville and 
Garay, six volumes. The three volume 
set by the same authors line drawings, 
NO TEXT. Pabst and Dungs Orchidaceae 
Brasillenses two volumes. Orchids of 
Australia by Nicholls and many more. 
$4000.00 the lot Firm. PH. 02 49 331629 


ORCHID, LANDSCAPING & HORTI- 
CULTURAL COURSES, DISTANCE 
EDUCATION - Short courses, Certificates, 
Diplomas. Over 400 courses including 


Cut Flower Orchids, Hydroponics, 
Tissue Culture, Orchid Culture, Plant 
Varieties, Landscaping and more. 


Study by CD,' online, or by traditional 
correspondence. Highly qualified 
tutors. FREE 87 page handbook. Phone: 
07 5562 1088. Websites: www.acs.edu.au, 
www.hortcourses.com. P.O. Box 2092, 
Nerang MDC, Qld 4211. 


NURSERY & ORCHID BENCHING 
www.nurserybenches.com.au 
or Phone: 02 9631 6000 


www.jamesorchids.com 
is the website for Tom Burian orchids 


2011 ORCHID EVENTS - WYfazs on/ 


2011 

February 27 

Hills District Orchids Autumn Open Day 
(www.hillsdistrictorchids.com) — Northmead NSW 
March 4-6 

Queensland International Orchid Fair 
(www.orchidfair.com.au) — Bray Park, Qld 

April 8-10. 

Sydney International Orchid Fair 
(www.orchidfair.com.au) — Castle Hill Showground, NSW 
April 16-17 

Collector's Plant Fair 

(www.collectorsplantfair.com) — Bilpin NSW 

May 19-22 — 

Orchids Out West 

— Hawkesbury Racecourse, Clarendon NSW 


May 21-22 

6th Orchid and Garden Oasis Expo — Southport Qld 
June 10-12 

TQOC Conference and Show — Bowen Qld 


June 26-27 

Mingara Orchid Fair — NSW 

October 1-2 

South & West Regional Conference & Show 
— Nowra NSW 

October 7-9 

Southern Orchid Spectacular 

— Sharkies, Woolooware NSW 
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_| DULLSTROOM TERRESTRIAL 
ORCHID CONFERENCE 


oo ‘A 

27 - 29 JANUARY 2014. 

- WALKERSON HOTEL & SPA- 
_ SOUTH AFRICA 


Key Note Speaker 
Prof. Harold Koopowitz — 


PROSPECT FOR THE CONSERVATION OF 
a. AFRICAN TERRESTRIAL ORCHIDS | i 


| FOR MORE DETAILS VISIT THE 
. _ SOUTH AFRICAN ORCHID COUNCIL 
: WEBSITE 
www. saoc. co. za 
_ CONTACT GERRIT VAN EDE AT - | 
_vanedes@netactive. co. za 


IN CONJUNCTION WITH 


, : DULLSTROOM WILD FLOWER oe 
—27- 30 JANUARY 201 1 


a - : FOR POST CONFERENCE TOURS. AND TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS | visit 
oo www. animaltracks. co. za oo oS 


email: info@animaltracks. co. za oe 
Tel. + 27 "1 454 0543 Fax. 427 14 454 2365 


The Australian Orchid Nursery 
www. australianorchids.com.au 
Phone: +61 3 5977 3122 


The Cold. Growing Orchid and Mail Order Speciabit 


58 Mornington — Tyabb Road Tyabb Victoria 3913 wto@hotkey.net.au 


Merry Christmas to all our loyal customers for 2010 
What to get your orchid loving partner or friend for Christmas? — 
_ Have a look at our Christmas present section | 
Delivered door fod door without the hassle of snopelng centres 


| i. 10 Single jead Mericlone and eecdline Cunniiinie for a Crazy $50* 
2. Or maybe 10 Seedling Australian Dendrobiums for only $50* 


3. Maybe a pair of German trimming secateurs, 2 Dockrillia seedlings, 
2 Sarcochilus seedlings and 2 dendrobiums for $50* 


a 
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